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PREFACE

FESEUGRRNS SEVN—

This volume is the sixth in the series of the District Gazetteers
for the State of Rajasthan. The territory comprised in Alwar district
and the neighbouring area, finds mention in old literature and in
Mahabharata the Matsyas occur as a very prominent people associated
with the great battle of Mahabharata. Hastinapur and Delhi, have been
the centres of political activities and seat of a number of succeeding
empires through the ages. The area of the district lying in the vicinity
_of Delhi, as it does, naturally was associated with a number of battles
and other political activities. It is, because of this that the tract finds
mention in numerous historical works from olden times till the battle
of Laswari in 1803 A.D., including Mahabharata and in the medieval
ages, the Baburnama and Ain-i-Akbari. .

Major P W. Powlett’s Gazetteer of Ulwur was published in the
year 1878 A D. Powlett was a revenue official and had spent some
years in conducting settlement operations in the State. Then life was
not as hectic as it is now and there was room for eccentricity. The
Jeisure with which he collected information for his work, naturally gives
it a touch of intimate and personal knowledge. The object of his work
‘was, however, not any much wider than that of his ‘counter-parts in the
then British districts. It was primarily intended to be a handbook of
the British administrators and political officers.

So. much change has come in the intervening period and at such
a speed, specially in the post independence period, that many things
written in Powlett’s gazetteer bear no relation to the present day life in
the district. The gazetteers are now being revised /written in accordance
with the general pattern laid down by the Government of India. In
case of the districts in Rajasthan, the task is more of writing the
gazetteers afresh than of revising them, because in most cases, no
gazetteers at all, have been written while in a few others, those written,
are very sketchy and cover very little ground, besides the fact that much
of what has been written, has become obsolete. The current series of
gazetteers in Rajasthan, where feudalism was the rule of the day for
centuries, will give an eloquent commentary on how political, social and
economic reforms were introduced after independence and to what effect.



As such these gazetteers are not only geographical lexicons, or statisti-
cal tables, but will reflect change almost amounting to a metamorphosis
in certain fields of the district life.

Use has been made of a number of publications, Government
and private including the Powlett’s gazetteer. The data included in the
volume, unless specifically mentioned in the text otherwise, pertain to
the period ending 1964.

The map of the district appended to this volume, has been
prepared by the Survey of India.

We are obliged to the various departments of the State and
Central Governments, Semi-Government institutions and individuals
who have helped us by extending their co operation and making neces-
sary material available. We will be failing in our duty if we do not
cxpress our thanks to Dr. P. N. Chopra, M.A.Ph.D., Editor, District
Gazetteers and the staff of Central Gazetteers Unit, Union Ministry of
Education, New Delhi for their effective role in planning and co-ordinat-
ing the work of preparation of the District Gazetteers. The Unit
scrutinized the draft of this volume with great care and made several
helpful suggestions with a view to improving the standard and quality
of the publication. It may als> be mentioned here that a portion of
the expenditure incurred in the compilation and printing of the District
Gazetteers is being met by the Government of India. We are also grateful
to Shri B. 8. Mehta, the former Chief Secretary and Shri K.P.U. Menon
the present Chief Secretary to the Government of Rajasthan, for guiding
and helping us in the work. Pt. Roop Narain Sharma, Retired
Commissioner has gome through our draft and has made valuable
suggestions, We are thankful to him too.

The draft of this volume was prepared by the then Director, Shri
Maya Ram. The present Director has seen it through the press. In
keeping with the convention, therefore, the volume is being published
in the name of Shri Maya Ram.

The officers of the Directorate of Gazetteers have done useful
team work in the compilation. of this volume.

JAIPUR K. K. SEHGAL
Dated October, 1968 Director, District Gazetteers,
RAJASTHAN, JAIPUR:



CONVERSION TABLE
Length

1 inch=2.54 centimetres
1 foot=30.48 centimetres
1 yard=91.44 centimetres
1 mile=1.61 kilometres

Area

1 square foot=0.093 square metres

1 square yard=0.836 square metres

1 square mile=2.59 square kilometres
1 acre=0.405 hectares

Volume

1 cubic foot=0.028 cubic metre

Capacity

1 gallon (Imperial)=4.55 litres
1 seer (80 tola)==0.937 litres

Weight

1 tola=11.66 grams

1 chhatank="58.32 grams

1 seer=933.10 grams

1 maund=37.32 kilograms
1 palam=34.99 grams

1 ounce=28.35 grams

1 pound=453.59 grams

1 ton=1016.05 kilograms

Temperature

t® Fahrenheit=9/5 (T° centigrade) 0+ 32

Metric Weights & Measures
Length

10 millimetres=1 centimetre
100 centimetres=1 metre
1000 metres=1 kilometre
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