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PREFACE

The present gazetteer is seventeenth in the series of district
gazetteers which are being brought out by the Government of Rajasthan
in collaboration with the Central Gazetteers Unit of the Government
of India.

The district, as an administrative entity in its present shape, was
created by clubbing together large parts of the erstwhile princely State of
Mewar with that of the Chiefship of Shahpura and with whose annals its
own past was inextricably interwoven. Its close proximity to Ajmer, the
seat of the mighty Chauhans and to Bundi, the stronghold of the Hadas,
made the tract vulnerable to their expansionist designs and in later period
to the ambitions of the Muslim and Mughal governors of Ajmer and the
rapacities of the Maratha and the Pindari marauders. The area, therefore,
not only witnessed many scenes of marching armies, pitched battles and
protracted sieges but also suffered calamities and devastation caused by
warfare and miseries inflicted by conquerors upon the vanquished.

The last mention of this tract is available in the series of Rajputana
Gazetteers, Yol. II-A, concerning the Mewar Residency compiled in 1908,
The gazetteers are now being revised/written in accordance with the
general pattern laid down by the Government of India. In case of the

districts in Rajasthan, the task is more of writing the gazetteers afresh .

than revising them, because in most cases, no gazetteers at all, had been
written while in a few others, those written are very sketchy and cover
very little ground, besides the fact that much of what has been written,
has become obsolete. The current series of gazetteers in Rajasthan give
an eloquent commentary on how political, social and economic reforms
were introduced after Independence and to what effect. Moreover, much
history has been created by the people of this area by leading and partici-
pating in the agrarian movement which attracted wide attention during
" freedom movement. After Independence, the mineral potential of the
district has been greatly exploited which has brought it in the forefront.
As such these gazetteers are not only geographical lexicons or statistical
tables, but reflect changes almost amounting to a metamorphosis in certain
fields of the district life.

The material available in old gazetteers has been freely used
particularly in chapters dealing with subjects like topography, rivers,
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geology etc. The bulk of the information had, however, to be collected
from a number of publications, both official and non-official, and from
other sources. The data included in the volume, unless specifically mentioned
in the text otherwise, pertain to the period ending 1969-70. The clima-
tological summary given in this gazetteer has been prepared by the
Meteorological Department, Government of India.

I am greatly indebted to the various departments of the State and
Central Government, semi-Government institutions and individuals who
have helped by extending their co-operation and making necessary material
available, I wish to place on record my grateful thanks to Dr. P. N. Chopra,
M. A. Ph. D., Editor, Central Gazetteers Unit, Ministry of Education and
Social Welfare, Government of India, New Delhi, for thorough scrutiny
of draft chapters and for making valuable suggestions for improving the
quality of the volume. It would not be out of place to mention that the
expenditure incurred on the compilation and printing of the District
Gazetteers is being financed by the Government of India.

I am extremely grateful to Shri Hari Deo Joshi, the Chief Minister,
Shri Chandanmal Baid, the Planning Minister and Shri Jujhar Singh, the
Minister of State for Planning, who evinced a keen interest in the work
throughout. T also take this opportunity to express my deep sense of
gratitude to Shri S. L. Khurana, the Ex-Chief Secretary and Shri M. Mukerji,
the present Chief Secretary to the Government of Rajasthan, and Shri
D. N. Prasad, Special Secretary (Planning), who amidst their numerous
pre-occupations, found time to give their valuable advice to improve the
quality of the publication.

The officers and the staff of this department have considerably
helped me in compilation and preparing this volume. To them I owe
much and without their team work the publication would not have come
out in time.

K. K. SEHGAL
DIRECTOR, DISTRICT GAZETTEERS
RAJASTHAN, JAIPUR.
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CONVERSION TABLE

Length

1 inch=2,54 centimetres
1 foot=30,48 centimetres
1 yard=91.44 centimetres
1 mile=1.61 kilometres

Area

1 square foot=0,093 square metre

1 square yard=0.836 square metre

1 square mile=2,59 square kilometres
1 acre=0.405 hectare

Volume
1 cubic foot=0.028 cubic metre

Capacity

1 gallon (Imperial)=4.55 litres
1 seer (80 tola)=0.937 litre

Weight ,
1 tola==11.66 grams
1 chhatank="58.32 grams
1 seer=933.10 grams
1 maund=37.32 kilograms
1 seer (24 tolas)=279.93 grams
1 ounce=28.35 grams
1 pound=453.59 grams
1 ton=1,016.05 kilograms

Temperature
t° Fahrenheit=9/5 (T° centigrade) 0432

Metric Weights & Measures
Length

10 millimetres=1 centimetre
100 centimetres=1 metre
1,000 metres=1 kilometre




Area
100 square millimetres=1 square centimetre
10,000 square centimetres=1 square metre or centiare
100 square metres=1 are
100 ares=1 hectare
100 hectares or 1,000,000 square metres=1 sq. kilometre

Volume
1,000,000 cubic centimetres=1 cubic metre

Capacity
1,000 millilitres==1 litre
1,000 litres=1 Kkilolitre

Weight
1,000 milligrams=1 gram
1,000 grams=1 kilogram
100 kilograms=1 quintal
1,000 kilograms=1 tonne
200 milligrams=1 carat
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CHAPTER 1

GENERAL
INTRODUCTORY

Origin of the Name

It is not recorded as to how the name Bhilwara was ascribed to the
area which now forms the district. Tradition has it that it came to be
known as Bhilwara because it was mostly inhabited by Bhils in old days.
These Bhils were eventually driven away towards the hilly tracts and inte-
rior places of less importance by the ancestors of the peasant settlers.
Ironically. enough, now very few Bhils live in the area. Another version
recounts that the present Bhilwara city had a mint where coins known as
Bhiladi were minted and from this denomination was derived the name of
the districtl.

Location

The district Bhilwara is situated between latitude 25°1' and 25°58’
and longitude 74°1’ and 75°28' east of Greenwich2. Jtis bounded in the
north by Ajmer district; in the north-west, west and south-west by Udaipur
district; in the south and south-east by Chittaurgarh district and in the
east and north-east by Bundi and Tonk districts. The total length of the
district from west to east is 144 km. while the breadth from north to south
is 104 km. approximately3.

Area and Population

According to the Central Statistical Organisation, Government of
India (1966), th= area of Bhilwara district is 10,448 sq. km*. It is fourteenth
in the State in respzct of arca and tenth in respect of population. Accord-
ing to the Census of 1961, the population of the district was 865,797 (males
454,253 and females 411,544) with density of 83 persons per sq. km. The
population of the district is 18.84 per cent higher than that in 1951.
Administrative History

The territory comprising the present Bhilwara district used to be a
part of the former Udaipur (Mewar) State and the Chiefship of Shahpura.
Consequent upon the merger of Udaipur State and the Shahpura Chiefship

Gahlot, Jagdish Singh, The History of Rajputana, Vol. I, p. 159.

Source : Office of the Survey of India, Western Circle Office, Jaipur.

ibid. :

However, the area of the district was recorded as 10,450 sq. km., in 1971 (Pro-
visional).

Bwo e
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into the United States of Rajasthan in the year 1948, the present district,
as it is constituted today, came into existence in October, 1949. It com-
prises former administrative units namely Bhilwara and Rajsamand of the
erstwhile Udaipur State and the Shahpura Chiefship.

The district till 1961 was composed of eleven tahsils viz., Asind,

Hurda, Shahpura, Jahazpur, Raipur, Mandal, Banera, Bhilwara, Sahara, ‘
Kotri and Mandalgarh. Inter-district transfers of territories took place by
the transfer to this district of village Senturia from Rashmi and village
Dowani from Begun tahsils of Chittaurgarh district during the intercensal
period 1951-61. Within the district by way of inter-tahsil re-adjustments,
the entire former Badnor and Kareda tahsils were merged into Asind and
Mandal tahsils respectively while the entire former Phulia and Arwar tah-
sils and one village Kotri from Jahazpur tahsil were merged into Shahpura
tahsil. During this period one village Harpura was also transferred from
Jahazpur tahsil to Mandalgarh tahsill,

The following table gives the names of tahsils, number of towns
and villages, length and breadth and population in 19612:

No. of villages Length* Breadth* Population

8.No. Tahsil %g‘;;m Inhabi-  Un-inhabi- (Approx.) (Approx.)
ted ted West to  North to

east south

(km.)  (km.)
1. Asind — 196 1 47 52 97,594
2. Hurda — 67 1 33 29 46,477
3. Shahpura 1 118 6 40 45 78,374
4. Jahazpur — 169 13 41 46 86,597
5. Raipur — 87 2 32 29 46,236
6. Mandal — 162 3 62 48 100,306
7. Banera —_ 92 3 29 38 59,642
8. Bhilwara 1 123 3 45 39 128,556
9. Sahara | " 90 5 35 38 62,586
10. Kotri - 127 — 37 50 69,328
11. Mandalgarh — 269 32 56 45 90,101

In 1962, two tahsils of the district Bhilwara viz., Banera and
Raipur were abolished. But in 1965 and 1969, tahsil Banera and Raipur
were respectively re-established. Bhilwara district now comprises four
sub-divisions of Bhilwara, Gulabpura, Mandalgarh and Shahpura. A

1. Census of India, Rajasthan, District Census Handbook, Bhilwara District, p. 1.

2. ibid., p. 83.

*  PData on length and breadth is given on the basis of information supplied by the
Survey of India, Western Circle Office, Jaipur.
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Sub-Divisional Officer is incharge of each sub-division. These four sub-divi-
sions are further divided into 11 following tahsils :

Sub-Divisions Tahsils
Bhilwara 1. Bhilwara
2. Mandal
3. Banera
4. Sahara
5. Raipur
Gulabpura 1. Asind
2. Hurda
Mandalgarh 1. Kotri
2. Mandalgarh
Shahpura 1. Jahazpur
2. Shahpura
Towns

The Census of 1961 listed only three towns in the district of Bhil-
wara. Their names, location and population are given belowl :

S.No. Name of the town Latitude* Longitude®* Population
(Number)
1. Bhilwara 25°21" 74°39" 43,499
2. Gangapur 25°13' 74°16' 7,769
3. Shahpura 25°38’ 74°56' 12,165

Detailed description of these towns is given in the chapter Places
of Interest.

There are five police circles in the district-Bhilwara, Gangapur,
Shahpura, Gulabpura and Mandalgarh which have 21 police stations and
42 police out-posts. Their distribution is as follows : Bhilwara police
circle~5 police stations and 13 police out posts; Gangapur police circle-3
police stations and 5 police out-posts; Shahpura police circle-5 police sta-
tions and 10 police out-posts; Gulabpura police circle-3 police stations
and 5 police out-posts; Mandalgarh police circle-5 police stations and 9
police out-posts.

TOPOGRAPHY
Natural Divisions

The district appears rectangular in its general shape with one
1. Census of India, 1961, Rajasthan, District Census Handbook, Bhilwara District, p. 83.

*  Co-ordinates of the towns have been given on the basis of information supplied
by the Survey of India, Office of the Western Circle, Jaipur,
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exception that its western side is some what broader than the eastern. It
consists of a fairly- open plain in the north and south-west portion with a
-few hillocks jutting out here and there and undulating plain and hills in
the south and north-east portion. The general slope of the district is from
west to east.

Hills

The district generally consists of an elevated plateau. In the east-
ern portion of the district there are cluster of hills. There is a distinct
range in the north-east corner which extends to Jahazpur. The ranges of
Aravalli hills intersect the district at several places. These hills are pro-
minent in the south-east in Mandalgarh tahsill. Heights of some of the
important hills of the district Bhilwara are given below :

Daragarh hill near village Banera 581 metres
Hill near Jahazpur in north-east part of the district 529 metres
Hill south of Bijolia in south-east part of the district 570 metres
Highest hill south of Gangapur in southern part of

 the district 689 metres

The scattered and low hill ridges generally run from south-west
to north-east having gentle scopes. Vegetation in the area is generally
poor although small patches of wooded areas exist in hilly portions.

Plateaus and Plains

The general level of the district is about 380 metres above the mean
‘sea level in the plains in the north. It gradually rises towards the western
part of the district upto a general level of 500 metres above the mean sea
level. The plain moderately slopes towards north-east while some tract in
the south steeps considerably.

Desert
There is no desert in the Bhilwara district.

RIVER SYSTEM AND WATER RESOURCES
The principal rivers flowing through the district are the Banas and
its tributaries namely the Berach, the Kothari and Khari. Other small rivers
are the Mansi, the Menali, the Chandrabhaga and the Nakadi.
Banas

It rises in the Aravalli hills in the north in the Udaipur district. The
river Banas enters the Bhilwara district near village Doodiya in tahsil
Bhilwara. It approaches the hills of Mandalgarh and is joined by the

1. Census of India, 1961, Rajasthan, District Census Handbook, Bhilwara District,
p. (iii). '
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rivers Berach on the right bank and Kothari on the left. It then flows
towards the north and then north-east "direction along the western side of
the Jahazpur tahsil and enters the Tonk district. Banas is not a perennial
river; in summer it usually contains only pools of water. The bed of the
Banas in the district is hard and rocky and water is long retained under the
surface to percolate into the wells sunk everywhere on either bank. The
chief feeders of the river are Mansi, Khari, Kothari and Berach.

Berach

The Berach river rises in the hills to the north of Udaipur tahsil and
enters the district near the village Barundani and joins the Banas near Bigod
in Mandalgarh tahsil. It passes through a little portion of this district.

Kothari

The river Kothari rises in the Aravalli hills near Deogarh (Devgarh)
in the Udaipur district, It passes near the villages viz., Nathriyas (Natha-
rias), Nahri (Nari), Jagras (Jagrias), Bagore (Bagar) and Meja in tahsil
Mandal and villages Sanganer and Kodukota in tahsil Bhilwara and
ultimately joins the Banas, a little to the west of Mandalgarh at Nandrai.

Khari

It is another large river in the district. It originates near Deogarh
(Devgarh) in the district Udaipur and runs from the south to the north-east
in the western half of the district and then runs parallel to the district
boundary in the north. After lzaving the district in the north it finally
merges with the Banas. The important villages near which it flows are
Khajuri, Hurda (Hurra), Gulabpura and Bhumala in Gulabpura Sub-
Division. It is joined by the Mansi river in tahsil Shahpura.

Mansi

This river has its origin in Mandal tahsil and passing through the
portions of Asind and Hurda (Hurra) tahsils, it joins the Khari river at
Phulia (Phuliya) in Shahpura tahsil at Dhani Bhata which is considered as
a sacred place, having a temple of Lord Shiva.

Menali

It is a small river which originates in the hills of Mandalgarh and
joins the Banas near Bigod alongwith other river Berach. This place is
locally known as Triveni Sangam and held very sacred.

Chandrabhaga

It is a very small river and it flows in a small area in the south of
Sahara tahsil. The important village near which it flows is Mahjhawas in
Sahara tahsil.
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Nakadi
It too is a small river and a tributary of the river Khari. It flows in
the west of tahsil Asind in a very small area.

Lakes and Tanks

There are no natural lakes in the district though tanks are found in
several villages. The water from these tanks is used for irrigational purposes
‘or for drinking for animals and domestic use. It was customary in the
former Udaipur State for all important Jagirdars to build a tank. Tanks
in the district can be classified in.o four following categories:1

(i) Tanks irrigating more than 2,500 acres of land.

(i Tanks irrigating between 1,000 acres to 2,500 acres of land.

(iii) Tanks irrigating between 500 acres to 1,000 acres of land.

(iv) Tanks irrigating less than 500 acres of land.

Some details of tanks irrigating more than 2,500 acres of land are
given below?:

S. No. Name Location (tahsil) Name of the river basin
1. Meja Mandal Kothari
2. Sareri Hurda Mansi

3. Arwar Shahpura Khari
4. Xhari Asind Khari

5. Manikya Sagar (Jetpura) Mandalgarh Banas

6. Naharsagar Shahpura Khari

7. Mandal ‘ Mandal Kothari
8. Umedsagar Shahpura Khari

9. Nakadi Asind Nakadi

After integration of the former princely States, several new tanks
were constructed by harnessing the waters of rivers and their feeders in the
arca. Notable among these tanks are: Karera, Meja, Khari, Sareri, Govta,
Nagdepatan, Nakadi, Brahmanon-ki-Sareri, Gurla, Mandal, Nawalpura,
Atwara, Deoriya, Jharol, Peethalpura, Naharsagar, Ummedsagar, Patan,
Arjungarh, Arwar and Jaitpura. The tanks named Ummedsagar and
Naharsagar in tahsil Shahpura are noteworthy. Naharsagar is quite a large
tank and it was constructed by Naharsingh the ruler of former Shahpura

1. Source : The office of the Executive Engineer, Iirigation Department, Bhilwara.
2. ibid.
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Chiefship. Itis atd distance of nearly 12 km. north of Shahpura town.
Ummedsagar was also constructed by Nahar Singh who named it after his
son Ummed Singh. It is situated about 6 km. south of Shahpura town.
The increase in irrigational facilities has resulted in increased agriculture
production.

Ground Water Resources

In 1969-70, a preliminary ground water survey of Bhilwara district
was conducted by the Rajasthan Ground Water Department, Jodhpur.
During this period, 625 representative wells were taken up for hydrological
studies and the chemical quality of ground water was determined on the
basis of 364 water samples. The district is generally covered with hard
rock formations. The central, southern and northern portions of the
district are predominantly covered by formations of the Aravalli and pre-
Aravalli systems. The sandstone, limestone and shales of Vindhyan
systems are exposed on the surface in well sections particularly in the south-
eastern part of the district. The alluvium occurs as isolated patches along
the course of rivers Banas, Khari and Kothari. The hard rock formations
are poor hosts for ground water due to higher compaction and low perme-
ability. Ground water moves in these formations along the secondary
openings upto 25 to 30 metre depth and collects in the fractured zones or
weathered pockets. Wells in these formations yield on an average 6,000 to
80,000 litres of water per day tapping a water cushion 3 m. to 8 m.
thickness. The water table is usually 8 m. to 18 m. deep.l The area near
Bijawlia exposed with sand stone exposures has been found to be potential
acquifer due to higher permeability. The wells in this area yield water
between 25,000 to 1,30,000 1pd. The water level varies from 5 m. to 20 m.
in depth. In the area comprising alluvium, water level varies from 5 m. to
20 m. and the yields of wells vary widely in 30,000 to 1pd to 2,50,000 1pd
depending upon the alluvial thickness tapped in the wells.

A few tube wells are drilled by the Rajasthan Ground Water
Department in villages namely Giga-ka-khera, Hamirgarh, Rajoli, Deoli,
Bigod-and Zalimipura tapping on alluvial thickness of 25 m. to 50 m. in
the valley fills. Their yield varies from 30,000 to 50,000 1pd for a draw-
down of about 5 m.

The water found in the district is generally alkaline with a varying
concentration of the total dissolved solids between 200 PPM to 9,000 PPM.
It is generally suitable for drinking and irrigation purposes except in a few

1. Source : Directorate of Survey and Research, Rajasthan Ground Water Depart-
ment, Jodhpur.
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isolated patchesl. Further, the water generally belongs to bicarbonate type
providing higher values of residual sodium carbonates. The second domi-
nant amion is chloride. The water possessing higher values of sodium
absorption ratio and residual sodium carbonate can be utilised for irriga-
tion by adopting soil management practices.

Minor irrigation in the district can be enhanced by sinking of new
tube-wells and deepening of the existing wells so as to tap the maximum
saturated thickness of the acquifers. New dug-wells can also be constructed
in the hard rock areas having wider diameters. A minimum spacing sug-
gested between two wells for ensuring optimum yield is 400 m. in distance.

GEOLOGY?

The area i$ almost entirely underlined by pre-cambrian rocks.
These consist of the Bundelkhand gneiss covering an extensive tract in
the east, the banded gneissic complex occupying a large tract in the north
and south and the Aravalli Schists and composite gneisses predominant-
ing over the rest of the area where it is not occupied by out-crops of the
members of the Raialo Series and the Delhi’s. Towards the eastern part
of the district, Vindhyan formations, just by the side of the Great Bound-
ary Fault are also exposed. However, there are some exceptions of the
Recent and Sub-Recent soil forming the alluvial mantel of varying thickness
that covers the solid geology of the plain in many places. Some characteris-
tics of pre-cambrian rocks and their classifications are given below :

BUNDELKHAND GNEISS—It covers quite an extensive area of the
district. This group comprises granites and schists. The normal granite
type is represented in the rocky area towards the adjoining Chittaurgarh dis-
trict. This rock is medium to coarse-grained and is composed of translucent
quartz and pink felspar with varying amount of biotite. The ferromagnesian
minerals therein are scanty. Itis even-grained and non-porphyritic.

BanpeD GNEIssic CoMPLEX—It also covers an extensive area in the
south-eastern rocky regions and comprises irregular assemblage of intrusive
rocks. Wide variability of texture and general lack of definition in their
composition characterises these banded gneisses.

ARAVALLI SysTEM—Aravalli rocks occupy the form of belts and
covers a wide area in the district. It comprises quartzites, conglomerates,

1. Source : Directorate of Survey and Research, Rajasthan Ground Water Depart-
ment, Jodhpur.

2. Source : The office of the Director, Mines & Geology Department, Rajasathan,”
Udaipur.
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shales, slates, phyllites and composite gneisses. This is succeeded by lime-
stone, generally argillaceous and dolomitic in composition. At some
places it is matemorphosed into slates, phyllites or schists constituting the
- bulk of the formation. The argillaceous sediments which succeed the
basel arenaceous and calcareous facies of the Aravalli System were more
widespread. The vast thickness attained by the latter Aravallis must have
exerted enormous pressure on the rocks underneath. Subsequent titonic
movements, in folding the Aravallis carried the basal sediments together
with the underlying basement rock to great depths. Among the intrusives
in the Aravallis, pegmatites and quariz veins are common. Pegmatite
occur as coarsely crystallised dykes and veins composed of translucent,
white quartz and felspar. Occurence of pure white translucent quartz is
very common in the phyllites of this area.

CoMPOSITE GNEISSES—The composite members of this series are
classified into arenaceous and calcareous. The former consist of conglo-
meratic or quartzitic basel beds while the later is composed of calcareous
facies comprising crystalline limestone cale-gneisses.

DeLni SysteM—TIt is generally represented in the area by isolated
outliers comprising conglomerates grading upwards into massive quartzites,
occuring in the midst of the Aravalli schists and gneisses.

VINDHYANS—In between Mandalgarh and Bijolia there is plateau
and the lower shelf below the fault scrap is determined by the red, brown,
hard and flaggy sandstones over lying the Sirbu shales in a stream bed
below the fault scarp. Rare and excellent sections of sandstones, a few
inches in thickness are seen. In the fault scrap itself the passage beds,
drab, and brown sandy shales and thin sandstones are exposed with massive
pale pink quartzites at the top. Around Bijolia the surface of the plateau
is all massive, white and pink quartzitic sandstone, false bedded and with
quardangular jointing. At Mandal, there are curious rocks about twenty
feet in height and shaped like pulpits or anvils. The alluvial plain south of
Bijolia is floored by the massive pink and white quartzites in hill sections
and occasionally at the surface.

Post-Tertiary Deposits (Mineral Wealth)

SorL—The alluvial mantel, spreading over the plains and valleys
of the area has been derived from the disintegration of the local rocks.
The low-lying alluvial tracts of the southern and the northern portions of
the area are more fertile than the elevated central plains. The central
gneissic plain has generally thick soil cover.

BrLown sAND—Great quantities of drifted sand have headed into




