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PREFACE

This volume is the fourteenth in the series of the District Gaze-
tteers which are being brought out by the Government of Rajasthan in
collaboration with the Central Gazetteers Unit of the Government of India.

The history of the present district of Dungarpur is more or less the
history of the erstwhile Dungarpur State, which in turn was a part of the
region known as Vagad or Bagar in former times. The region has witnessed
the rise and fall of various dynasties who endeavoured to acquire and retain
the territory with great tenacity during war and peace. The early history
of this region, however, presents a wide contrast when compared to the
later period and the archaeological monuments, the ramnants of which
have survived the ravages of time and decay, indicate a perfection in art
and architecture attained by the people here. Craftmanship in bronze and
stone statues was particularly remarkable and is visible in the Hindu and
Jain temples as well as in other structures. All these interesting features
have found a place in this volume.

The last gazetteer of Dungarpur State was written in 1908. The
gazetteers are now being revised/written in accordance with the general
pattern laid down by the Government of India. In case of the districts in
Rajasthan the task is more of writing the gazetteers afresh than of revising
them, because in most cases, no gazetteers at all, had been written while in
a few others, those written are very sketchy and cover very little ground,
besides the fact that much of what has been written, has become obsolete.
The current series of gazetteers in Rajasthan give an eloquent commentary
on how political, social and economic reforms were introduced after Indepen-
dence and to what effect. As such these gazetteers are not only geographical
lexicons or statistical tables, but reflect changes almost amounting to a
metamorphosis in certain fields of the district life.

The material available in old gazetteers has been used freely
particularly in chapters dealing with subjects like topography, rivers,
geology etc. The bulk of the information had, however, to be collected
from a number of publications, both official and non-official, and from
other sources. The data included in the volume, unless specifically men-
tioned in the text otherwise, pertain to the period ending 1968-69.
The climatological summary given in this gazetteer has been prepared by
the Meteorological Department, Government of India.
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I am greatly indebted to the various departments of the State and
Central Governments, semi-Government institutions and individuals who
have helped by extending their co-operation and making necessary material
available. The chapter on history given in this volume was very kindly
written by Dr. Nagendra Singh, 1. c. s. and I am grateful to him for this
valuable contribution. I wish to place on record my grateful thanks to
Dr. P. N. Chopra, M. A. PH. D., Editor, Central Gazetteers Unit, Ministry
of Education and Social Welfare, Government of India, New Delhi, for
thorough scrutiny of draft chapters and for making valuable suggestions
for improving the quality of the volume. It would not be out of place to
mention that the expenditure incurred in the compilation and printing
of the District Gazetteers is being met by the Government of India.

I am extremely grateful to Shri Hari Deo Joshi, the Chief Minister,
Shri Chandanmal Baid, the Planning Minister, and Shri Jujhar Singh, Minis-
ter of State for Planning, who evinced a keen interest in the work through-
out. I also take the opportunity to express my deep sense of gratitude
to Shri S. L. Khurana, the Chief Secretary to the Government of Rajas-
than, and Mrs. Otima Bordia, Special Secretary (Planning), who amidst
their numerous pre-occupations, found time to give their valuable advice
to improve the quality of the publication.

The officers and the staff of this department have considerably
helped me in compilation and preparing this volume. To them I owe
much and without their team work the publication would not have come
out in time,

K. K. SEHGAL

DIRECTOR, DISTRICT GAZETTEERS,
RAJASTHAN, JAIPUR.
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CONVERSION TABLE

Length
1 inch=2.54 centimetres ~
1 foot=30.48 centimetres
1 yard=91.44 centimetres
1 mile=1.61 kilometres

Area

1 square foot=0.093 square metre

1 square yard=0.836 square metre

1 square mile=2.59 square kilometres
1 acre=0.405 hectare

Volume
1 cubic foot=0.028 cubic metre

Capacity
1 gallon (Imperial)=4.55 litres
1 seer (80 tola)=0.937 litre

Weight
1 tola=11.66 grams
1 chhatank=58,32 grams
1 seer=933.10 grams
1 maund==37.32 kilograms
1 seer (24 tolas)=279.93 grams
1 ounce=28.35 grams
1 pound=453.59 grams
1 ton=1,016.05 kilograms

Temperature
t° Fahrenheit=9/5 (T° centigrade) 0+ 32

Metric Weights & Measures
Length

10 millimetres=1 centimetre
100 centimetres=1 metre
1,000 metres=1 kilometre



Area

100 square millimetres=1 square centimetre

10,000 square centimetres=1 square metre or centiare
100 square metres= 1 are

100 ares=1 hectare

100 hectares or 10,00,000 square metres=1 sq. kilometre

Volume

10,00,000 cubic centimetres=1 cubic metre

Capacity

1,000 millilitres=1 litre
1,000 litres=1 kilolitre

Weight

1,000 milligrams=1 gram
1,000 grams=1 kilogram
100 kilograms=1 quintal
1,000 kilograms=1 tonne
200 milligrams=1 carat
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CHAPTER I
GENERAL
INTRODUCTORY

Origin of name

The district is named after the capital of the former princely
State of Dungarpur. Its etymon, it is said, is dungar, meaning a hill
or a mountain, and pur, meaning a town, i.e. a town having a hill. Accord-
ing to another account, the place was a Bhil pa/ or a hamlet of a Bhil
chieftain named Dungaria whom Rawal Veer Singh Dev caused to be
assassinated? in the fourteenth century. The town was then founded in
memory of the chieftain and named after him.

Location

The district is situated in the southern part of Rajasthan and
lies? between 23° 20’ and 24° 01’ N and 73° 22’ and 74°23’ E. Itis bound-
ed on the north by Udaipur district and on the east by Banswara district.
On its south and west, it has a common border with the State of Gujarat.
According to the Central Statistical Organisation, Department of Statistics,
Government of India, it was the smallest district of the State in respect of
area which was 3780 sq. km. in 1966. Its population according to the
1961 Census3 was 4,06,944.

Administrative changes

‘On March 25, 1948, the State of Dungarpur united with eight

1. Erskine, K.D., Rajputana Gazetteers, Vol. II-A, The Mewar Residency, Ajmer
(1908), p. 127; also Census, 1951, Rajasthan and Ajmer, District Census Hand-
book, Dungarpur, Part I, Jodhpur (1956), p. iii. However, a fuller account of
the various views held by the scholars in this respect is given in Chapter on
History.

2. Source : The Office of the Director, Western Circle, Survey of India.

3. Census of India 1961, Rajasthan District Census Handbook, Dungarpur district
(1967), p. 8,
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other princely States and two chiefships to form a unitl known as the
Former Rajasthan. Later on, in 1949, the United State of Greater
Rajasthan came into existence which comprised 18 princely States, includ-
ing the State of Dungarpur and two chiefships. The formation of
Rajasthan was completed in 1950 with the merger of a large part of Sirohi
State in this unit. Of course some more territory was added to Rajasthan
after the recommendations of States Reorganisation Commission were
accepted.

Under the Rajasthan Territorial Divisions Ordinance 1949 (No.
XX of 1949), the State of Rajasthan was divided into five divisions viz.,
Bikaner, Jaipur, Jodhpur, Kota and Udaipur. Dungarpur State formed
a part of Udaipur Division. Subsequently, the present district of
Dungarpur was created2 and a sub-division was formed for the purposes
of revenue and general administration. This contained three tahsils,
Dungarpur, Sagwara and Aspur and two sub-tahsils, Dhambola and
Galiakot. Dungarpur and Aspur tahsils constitute the north-west and
north-east portions of the district respectively. The south-eastern area is
occupied by Sagwara tahsil and forms the boundary with Banswara
district on the eastern border. Dhambola is in Dungarpur tahsil and
occupies its south-eastern portion. Since then there has been no signifi-
cant change and the position continues to be the same except transfer of
few villages from one tahsil to another of the district and some changes
in the sub-tahsil etc. There are eight police stations in the district. Of
these, three (Dungarpur, Kanba and Dhambola) are in Dungarpur tahsil,
three (Aspur, Nithaua and Ganeshpur) in Aspur tahsil and two (Sagwara
and Galiakot) in Sagwara tahsil.

TOPOGRAPHY
Natural Divisions

The district3, though fairly open in the south and east, is intersper-
sed with stony hills covered with low jungle of cactus, jujube-trees and
salar (Boswellia serrata, a gum producing tree) together with several other
varieties of shrubs and trees requiring neither a deep soil nor moisture.
In the north and east the land-scape is rugged and wild, but towards the

1. Statistical Abstract Rajasthan 1958, published by the Directorate of Economics
and Statistics, Rajasthan, Jaipur, p. 1 and the Report on the Administration of
Rajasthan 1949-50, published by the Government of Rajasthan, p. 2.

2. Set-up of General Administration, Government of Rajasthan (1951), pp. 8 and 47.

3. Source : The Office of the Director, Western Circle, Survey of India,
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south-west border, the harsh features gradually become softer and finally
merge in the topography of the Gujarat region. The eastern part slopes
down towards the basin of the Mahi river and consists of a plain and a
level cultivated area. There is scarcely any pasture land properly so
called. The cultivated area is almost confined to the valleys and low
ground between the hills where the soil is rich alluvial and can be irrigated
from numerous wells and tanks.

The district resembles a triangle with its vertex protruding into the
joint of Udaipur and Banswara districts and the base resting on the
Gujarat border. Its! maximum length from north to south is about
74 km. (about 46 miles) and the greatest breadth from east fo west is
about 104 km. (about 65 miles).

Hills

The rugged and wild aspect of the region is attributed to the
offshoots of the Aravallis. The country is broken and hilly, but none of
the hills attains a great height. The highest peak? which is in the extreme
north-west is approximately 572 metres (1876 ft.) above the sea level.

RIVER SYSTEM AND WATER RESOURCES

Main rivers and tributaries

Two perennial rivers viz. Mahi and Som flow through the district.
The former separates this district from Banswara and the latter forms a
natural boundary between this district and the Udaipur district. The non-
perennial streams are : Jhakam, Majham, Vatrak, Bhader, Gangli, Sapan
and Veri Ganga.

Mahi

The Mahi (the Mophis of Ptolemy and Mais of Periplus) rises in
Madhya Pradesh State. It enters Banswara district and flowing north,
meets the borders of Udaipur, Banswara and Dungarpur districts where
from it flows along the common borders of Dungarpur and Banswara
districts and enters Gujarat State. On an average, its bed is about 100 to
130 metres (300 to 400 feet) in breadth and mostly stony. Its banks are
steep in many parts though not very high. Its length in Dungarpur
district is about 110 km. The important villages on its banks are Valai,
Vamasa, Bheelora and Galiakot.

1. Source : The Office of the Director, Western Circle, Survey of India.
2. ibid.
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The Mahi, according to a legend, is the daughter of the earth and
of the sweat that ran from the body of Indradyumna, the king of Ujjain.
Another legend explains the derivation of this word thus : A young Gujar
woman was churning curds one day. An importunate lover, finding her
thus engaged, pestered her with his unwelcome advances. The girl want-
ing to get rid of him, jumped into the churn and was at once turned into
water and a clear stream flowed down the hill-side and formed the Mahi
or the curd river. A more likely derivation, however, may be from the
name of the lake of its origin, the Mau or Mahu, as well as the Mendal.

Som

The river flows south-east from the hills near Bichabhera in the
Udaipur district till it meets the border of Dungarpur district. It then
turns first to the east and then to the south forming the northern boundary
of the district until Jhakam river joins it near the villages of Lorawal and
Bilura in Aspur tahsil. After meeting the Jhakam, it enters the Dungarpur
district, and after traversing for a few kilometres down, it falls into the
Mahi at Baneshwar. Its water is used for irrigation. At several places
the water of the Som runs in a sub-terranean channel, suddenly dis-
appearing underground and emerging again. Its banks are well-defined.
Peepalda, Deo Somnath, Dhawri, Gol, Lorawal, Dolpura and Baneshwar
are the important villages on the Som river. The river traverses through
the district for a distance of about 84 km. and crosses the district boun-
dary near Baneshwar village.

Others

Moran, a seasonal river of minor importance, winds through the
hills in the heart of the district, and takes the south-eastern direction to
find its way into the Mahi. There are various seasonal streamlets like
Jhakam, Majham, Vatrak, Bhader, Gangli, Sapan and Veri Ganga. All
these dry up during the summer. The seasonal nullahs are : Nagdari,
Kakeri, Dhurata, Gangri, Godavari, Chareli, Suri, Nandari, Bhai, Phalluy,
Padar, Mahaya and Kadva Bagaria.

Lakes and Tanks

There is no natural lake in the district. There are, however,
several tanks in the district, the well known among these being Gaib Sagar
situated in Dungarpur town. This is, however, not an irrigation tank.
There are 41 tanks under the Irrigation Department, the height, length,

1. Erskine, K. D., Rajputana Gazetteers, Vol. 1I-A, The Mewar Residency, Ajmer
(1908), p. 128,
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capacity, and command area of the important ones are given in
Appendix I.

|

Underground water resources

The water tablel in the district varies generally from 5 to 15 m.
below ground level. Results based on the data collected during the
hydrogeological surveys by the Rajasthan Ground Water Board indicate
that the water level in the Sagwara tahsil ranges between 5 to 10 metres
and is deeper than 10 m. in the southern part; in Aspur tahsil it varies
between 5 to 10 metres and is less than 5 m. in the southarn portion,
Seasonal fluctuations in water level normally occur in reference to the
precipitation and withdrawal through the wells.

GEOLOGY

Geological antiquity and formation2

The geological antiquity of the district belongs to the pre-cambrian
Aravalli system. The azoic and igneous groups of the Archaean Age
consist of granites, gneisses, metamorphic schists, quartzites and slates.
The first three crop up largely in the west, gneissic rocks occurring in
between Hathai and Mandav and along the Mahi river for ten kilometres
southwards from Padardi to east of Navagam and are associated with
diorites and traps. Slates are in abundance in the central region and are
largely interstratified with veins of quartz (particularly in the area north
-and east of Dungarpur town). Here and there pegmatite granite intrusions
may also be found in the slates. The chief rock type of the area is phyllite
and quartzite striking north-north-west and south-south-east intruded by a
number of ultrabasic intrusives. The ultrabasic rocks come under obser-
vation as potential sources for the presence of asbestos, chromite, magne-
site and talc (steatite). The quartzite occupies the top position in
succession. Other rocks including the Aravalli limestones and mixed
goeisses and granitoid gneisses exist in the north-east corner of the district,
on both sides of Som river on its southward course to join the Mahi.
There are also quartz reefs but they are devoid of mineralization. The
crystalline limestone in the north-eastern area may be used as marble or
for manufacture of portland cement.

1. Source : Office of the Chief Engineer & Secretary, Rajasthan Ground Water
Board, Jodhpur.

2. Source : Office of the Director, Mines & Geology, Rajasthan, Udaipur,
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Mineral Wealth

Soap-stone, asbestos, beryl and fluorite are among the important
minerals of the district. Minerals of minor importance include copper
ore, mica, kainite, magnesite and lead ore.

The mining operation of soapstone is done at Nalwa, Jhankol,
Mandwa, Ghantigala, Ghogra, Bhandariya, Mathugamra, Dewal Gokal-
pura (all in Dungarpur tahsil), Barkundi and Panchpura.

Asbestos is found in Dungarpur tahsil at Nalwa, Ghantigala and
Ghogra mines.

FLuoriTE—Fluorite and beryl are being worked at Palmandav
(Mando-ki-Pal). The mineral is used in steel industry and in the manu-
facture of hydrofluoric acid.

Besides these minerals, copper ore (at Thana, Ghogra on Dungar-
pur-Bichiwara route), mica (Sagwara-Aspur region), Kainite (near Bhun-
wali), magnesite (at Padra and Sabli) and lead ore (near Badgaon) have
also been found but in very small quantities. Building stone is available
in every part of the district but the important quarries are located near
Balwara, Chandu, Ghata, Venar, Edward Samand and Kalir Pada.

Earthquakes and Tremors?

The zone comprising this district is subject to the effects mainly
of those earthquakes which originate in the highly seismic belts along the
Himalayas and in the Rann of Kutch. Shocks of lesser intensities have
also been reported sometimes with their origin closer to the place, e.g.,
near Mount Abu. According to the earthquake zoning map included in
the 1. S. L building Code ‘‘Recommendation for the Earthquake Resistant
Design of Structures” (Revised 1970 Version), the district falls under Zone
II wherein the maximum? intensity VI on the Modified Mercalli Scale 1931
has been experienced so far. Following is the list of earthquakes which
were either experienced or purported to have been experienced at Dungarpur
because it lay well within the zone of perceptibility.

-

source : Office of the Director General of Observatories, New Delhi.

9. Thescale VI indicates: Felt by all; many frightened and ran outdoors. Some heavy
furniture moved; a few instances of fallen plaster or damaged chimneys. Damage
slight.
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S. No. Date Location Remarks

1. 1819, June 16 Rann of Kutch A devastating shock was felt
over the whole of Rajasthan.
Intensity  experienced  at

Dungarpur VI M.M.

2. 1905, April 4 Kangra Felt at Dungarpur
K 1909, April 10  Mount Abu There were seven shocks, one
was rather severe and was felt
over a wider area from Mount
Abu to Deesa.
4. 1910, September Mount Abu Experiencsd from Mount Abu
28 to Deesa.
5. 1934, January 15 Bihar One shock lasting for 60 se-
conds was felt at Dungarpur.
6. 1938, March 14 Satpura earths Felt at Dungarpur.
quake
7. 1962, September 1 24° 2' N Felt at many places in north
730 E Gujarat and south Rajasthan,

FLORA1

Botanical divisions

The district can be roughly divided into three regions viz., the
Western, the Eastern and the Northern, according to the natural vegeta-
tion. The Western Region comprising Bichiwara and Baran tractsis the
greenest part of the district and teak, dhokra (anogeissus latifolia), mahua
( madhuka indica’), mango, chan beri ( zizyphus nummularia) and khajur
(phoenix sylvestris) are found in abundance here. These plants become
thinner and degraded in northern and eastern regions so much so that in
the eastern part of Dungarpur tahsil and western part of Aspur tahsil,
they form merely dots among the khejra (prosopis spicigera), bar ( ficus
bengalensis), pipal ( ficus religiosa), nim, kair ( capparis aphylla), ak
(calotropis procera), and babul (acacia arabica). However, in the eastern
part of the Aspur tahsil, the area locally known as Katra, an enclosure
formed by the Som and the Mahi rivers, the vegetation of western region

1, Source : Office of the Assistant Conservator of Forests, Dungarpur.
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is agian restored to some extent, teak, dhavra and khajur ( phoenix
sylvestris), mango, mahua (madhuka indica), nim, khakra (butea monosperma),
pipal ( ficus religiosa), bar ( ficus bengalensis) and khejra (prosopis spicigera)
are found. In the south eastern region the terrain is stony over long
stratches and the plants are found in a very degraded form, In the
eastern region, on the fringe of boundary with Banswara district, parti-
cularly the tracts occupied by Galiakot, Silohi and Nadia, which adjoin
the banks of Mahi river, khajur (phoenix sylvestris), teak, mango, mahua
(madhuka indicay, ber ( zizyphus mauritiana), khakra (butea monosperma),
imli (tamarindus indica), nim, khejra (prosopis spicigera), bar ( ficus benga-
lensis) and babul (acacia arabica) are found. Thor denda (euphorbia niyulia)
is found everywhere in the district.

The fruit bearing trees found more or less all over the district are :
mango, imli (tamarindus indica), bili (aegle marmelos), ber (zizyphus jujuba),
mahua (madhuca indica), jamun (syzygium cumini), temru (diospyros melano-
xylon), bahera {terminalia belerica) and khajur (phoenix sylvestris).

Among the common climbers are malkangni (celastrus paniculata),
charmoi (abrus precatorous), chillati (acacia pinnata), dioscorea spp., Cocculus
spp. and Vitis spp.

The common grasses found in the district are : chloris incompleta,
moti behari (themeda quadrivulvis), lap (heteropogon contortus), bothriochloa
pertusa, setaria glauca, phulkia (apluda mutica), iseilema lexum, eragrostis
species, andropogon pumilus, dichanthium annulatum, lappa (aristida hystrix),
cenchrus ciliaris, etc.

Forests

According to Champion’s classifications of Indian Forest Types,
the forests of this district fall under the category 4-B southern-dry-deci-
duous-type C. L. dry teak and repr:sents almost the northern limit of this
species. Lying within the tropics, the region has a rich and luxuriant
vegetation. Teak is the predominent species and though of small in
stature occurs in great abundance. It forms the bulk of the growing
stock and is almost pure over considerable areas. To some extent this
is due to the fact that teak has been able to withstand the lopping, hack-
ing, grazing, browsing and repeated fires better than its associates.

Mention is made of the dense forest area of the region in Sir John
Malcolm’s Memoirs (1832 A. D.). About eight decades-tater, when Major
K. D. Erskine wrote the gazetteer, the forest area was still fairly extensive,
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especially in the west, though there was but little timber of any value
because the jungles had been gradually ruined by indiscriminate cutting
and burning by the Bhils. Mahua and mango trees were plentiful and
certain tracts had been notified as reserved. Guards most of whom were

Bhils, had been appointed to prevent wasteful felling, forest fires and walar
cultivationl.

The forests have largely disappeared from the plains due to
indiscriminate felling of trees. In 1948, soon after the formation of the
former Rajasthan, a political agitation2 claiming that the forests belonged
to the Bhils, was launched and trees were cut down forcibly in large
areas and many of the forests were set on fire. Remote arcas were
encroached upon for cultivation without restrictions under the ‘Grow
More Food Campaign’. Increased pressure of population has also told
heavily on the forests, because the demand for firewood, and timber for
constructional purposes, has increased.

Only mahua (madhuca indica) trees are found in the agricultural
fields. Almost pure khankra (butca monosperma) associated with kanjeri
(holoptelea integrifolia), kadam (mitragyna parvifolia), sadar (terminalia
tomentosa), gurar (albizia procera) and other miscellaneous species are
found along the nullah and in villages, but in nullahs having rocky boul-
ders, arjun (aerminalia arjuna) is found.

The forests are mainly situated along the Rajasthan-Gujarat
border starting in the west from Makroda Block in a continuous belt to
Charwara Block in the east. The width of the belt varies from 3.21 to
8.04 km. The tract consists of low hills which are extensions of the
Aravallis of Mewar. The general strike is towards north-south. There
is little difference in elevation between the hill tops and the valley bottoms.
Further along the Rajasthan-Gujarat border are situated the Grada and
Dungarsaran Blocks where the ground is more or less gently sloping.
The central region of the district, in which lie the forests of the Antri and
Sagwara ranges consists cf low Aravalli hills with many local variations.
In the north and north-east of the district forests occur in small scattered
bits which are generally depleted and degraded.

Teak occurs along the foot hills and upto the middle of the hill
slopes. Elsewhere it is associated with timru (lannea coromandelica),

1. Erskine, K.D., Rajputana Gazetteers, Vol. I1.4, The Mewar Residency, Ajmer (1908),
p. 143.

2. Source : Office of the Assistant Conservator of Forests, Dungarpur.,



