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and Aligarh. There are about 650 godowns with a total storage capacity
of 2,00,000 bags.

Raisinghnagar market is located on the metre gauge railway
line. The market is of primary type having its feeding limit extending
to 211 villages and consists of a rectangular plot having 96 shops owned
by the municipality, besides 300 shops in Tahebazari. Wheat, gram sarson,
and cotton are exported from this market to Bikaner, Nagaur, Bombay,
Mysore, Madras, Tuticorin, Agra, Aligarh and Hathras. There are about
500 godowns with a total storage capacity of 1,84,900 quintals.

Padampur market is located towards the south-west of
Ganganagar, having its feeding area extending over 70 villages and is of a
primary type. It has no rail connection with any of the markets of the
district. The rectangular shaped yard is owned by the Panchayat Samiti,
Padampur, but the shops belong to the traders.

Jaitsar, which is an assembling market, is situated on Hanuman-
garh-Suratgarh metre gauge railway line. The market yard is rectangular
in shape. Barley, gram, Sarson, cotton, rice and Guar are exported from
this market to Bikaner, Churu, Coimbatore, Delhi, Kanpur, Phalodi etc.

Anupgarh is located on the metre gauge railway line to the
south-west of Ganganagar, with Bijaynagar as the only adjoining market
and is connected with Jaitsar by a metalled road. The rectangular market
yard has about 100 shops. Gur, wheat, rice and Sajji are exported to
Bikaner, Calcutta, Jaisalmer, Jodhpur, Amritsar etc. from this market.

Bijaynagar market is located towards the south-west of
Ganganagar. The market is of a primary type and its feeding limits extend
to 50 villages of Panchayat Samiti, Raisinghnagar. The rectangular
market yard has 60 shops in it, besides 200 Tahebazari. shops. Wheat,
barley, gram, Sarson, taramira, cotton and rice are exported to Bikaner,
Didwana, Poona, Carnac Bridge, Chitpur (West-Bengal),  Delhi,
Saharanpur, Agra and the Punjab. ’

Pilibangan, located towards the south-west of Ganganagar, is on v
the metre gauge railway line connecting Hanumangarh and Suratgarh.
The market is of a primary type, fed by 24 villages of Panchayat Samiti,
Suratgarh. The market yard, rectangular in shape, has 72 large sized and
50 Tahebazari shops. Wheat, gram, barley, Sarson, taramira and Guar are
exported from this market to Bangalore, Tuticorin, Hyderabad, Cochin,
Tejpur, Hathras, Solan, Aligarh, Rewari etc.
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Nohar is located to the south-cast of Ganganagar, on the metre
gauge railway line between Hanumangarh and Sadulpur. The market is
of primary as well as secondary type, having its feeding limits extending
to 165 villages. Imporiant commodities traded are gram, Gaur, bajra, moth,
moong, taramira, sarson and til. The shops are scattered all over the
town-market unsystematically. A new market place for this mandi has
been planned for which land has been auctioned by the Bhakhra Mandi
Development Board.

Hanumangarh is a railway junction, well connected by road
also with all the important trade centres of the district. A big mandi is
being constructed here by the Bhakhra Mandi Development Board.

Sadulshahr, Gajsinghpur and Sangaria are other important
markets of the district which are located on the railway routes and are
as well connected by road.

Fairs

The fairs in Ganganagar, as anywhere else, are either mytholo-
gical in origin or are celebrated to commemorate the exploits of some
mediaeval heroes. Gogaji fair, which is held in village Gogameri in
tahsil Nohar, is the biggest fair of Ganganagar district. The main fair is
celebrated from the 9th day of dark half of Bhadrapad or Goga Navmi to
the 11th of the same month, in the memory of Gogaji. The traders from
Nohar, Bhadra, Hanumangarh and Ganganagar assemble here to sell
food stuffs, foodgrains, utensils, saddles for camels and general mer-
chandise including buttons, soaps, garlands and other petty items. Their
income ranges from Rs. 8 to 10 per day each. A considerable amount of
trade in camels and cattle is transacted at this fair. The other fairs held
in the district are not of much importance from the point of view of
trade, as only small transactions, mostly of cattle take plaée in them.

In 1931, the first big cattle fair was organised at Ganganagar, by
the then State of Bikaner, with the object of providing facilities to the
farmers for exchanging their cattle and widening their mental horizon by

“means of lectures, shows, exhibitions, sports etc. A large number of
farmers participated in it.

Co-operation in Trade

As stated earlier, co-operative marketing was introduced in Ganga-
nagar district as early as 1938, when a co-operative supply and commission
shop was established at Ganganagar. Two more such shops were established
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in 1945. During the Second Five Yeuar Plan, co-operalive marketing
received official support and two marketing societies were set up in 1958-59.
Since then the co-operative marketing societies have bzen making a cons-
tant headway. The consumers’ co-operative movement gained momentum
with the initiation of centrally sponsored scheme for development of
consumers’ co-operative stores. :

The position of co-operative societies in the sphere of trade
during 1965-66 is given below!:

Particulars Unit Marketing Consumers’
: societies co-operative
socleties

1. Societies - No. 16 32
2. Members No. 3,811 7,394
3. Share capital - Rs 5,40,454 2,57,046
4. Working capital Rs. 21,03,152 7,717,483
5. Purchases (Business) Rs. 45,82,619 - 88,49,062
6. Sales (distribution) Rs. 46,83,023 81,81,372
7. Profits Rs. 1,65,115 48,405

Retail Markets

An accurate and exhaustive description of the retail trade is not
available due to lack of data in this regard but it can be safely mentioned
that retail trade, as elsewhere, is carried on by alarge number of shops
located in the heart of the towns and other places which are easily acces-
sible.  These shops provide a link between the wholesalers and the
consumers. The retail shop-keepers maintain small stocks of various
con modities and do not have direct relations with the prodocers or manu-
facturers. But some manufacturers such as the Bata Shoe Co., the Delhi
Cloth Milis Ltd., and others have now started thelr own cetail shops in
various towns of the district.

Several establishments like those of tailoring, haircutting, laund-
ries, bakeries, betel, hotels and restaurants, cycle-repairing and motor-
repairing etc. are also plying their trade in the towns of the district.

Merchants’ and Consumers’ Associations

Merchants’ and Consumers’ Associations have not made much
headway in this district. The formation of such associations help further
develop the trade and commerce on scientific lines. Some of the trade
associations formed in the district till 31.12.1966 were:

1. Source: Office of the Assistant Registrar, Co-operative Societies, Ganganagar.
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Name Location
1. Kraya Vikraya Co-operative Samiti Gajsinghpur
2. Kraya Vikraya Sahkari Samiti Bhadra
3. Grain Merchants’ Association Nohar
4, Traders’ Union Karanpur
5. Grain Merchants’ Association Ganganagar
6. Sweetmeat sellers Association ‘Ganganagar
7. Tehbazari Association Sangaria
8. Merchants’ Committee Sangaria
9. Vyapar Mandal Raisinghnagar
10. I(ﬁarna Association : Raisinghnagar
11. Manihari Association ° Raisinghnagar

State Trading

There has been no state trading in the strict sense. During the
Second World War, abnormal Pise in the prices of essential commodities
(rice, wheat, sugar, kerosene oil, petrol and cloth etc.) due to scarcity
conditions, forced the State authorities to control their supply and consump-
tion. The Inspector General of Customs and Excise, Bikaner was also the
Controller of Prices during the years 1939-40 to 1941-42. The Foodgrains
Control Order, 1942 was promulgated on 25.7.1942, and it made it incum-
bent on the wholesale dealers to obtain licenses before engaging in any
undertaking which involved purchase and sale or storage of large quantities
of foodgrains viz. wheat and wheat products, rice and paddy, maize,
Jowar, bajra, grain and moth. The Foodgrains Futures and Options
Prohibition Order, 1942, was also issued under which all future and option
transactions in wheat, gram, bajra, moth and Jowar were stopped. A post
of Development Commissioner was created, who was made in-charge of
all commercial industries, co-operative societies, fairs, exhibitions and
marketing. The office of the Controller of Prices was separated and a post
of Director of Civil Supplies was created in June, 1943. A Central Purchas-
ing Agency was set up at Ganganagar for regulating the movement of
foodgrains within the State and purchasing any surplus for being supplied
to the Government of India and other administrations. With a view to
having proper control over the prices of cotton cloth and yarn, the Cotton
Cloth and Yarn (Control) Order, 1943, was promulgated in the Bikaner
State, on the lines of the order enforced in British India and the Director
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of Supplies was appointed as the Textile Commissioner. The Bleaching
Powder and Chlorine Control Order, issued by the Government of India
was, mutatis mutandis, brought into effect in the Bikaner State (of which
Ganganagar was a division) on 17.7.1943. A Textile Merchants Committee
was formed for procurement and distribution of cloth allotted to the State
by the Textile Commissioner, Bombay. Depots were opened and quotas
were fixed for each town and tahsil and deliveries were made accordingly.
The Woollen Goods Control Order, 1945 was promulgated in January,
1945.

Even after Independence and formation of Rajasthan some sort
of control was maintained over the distribution of a few essential commo-
dities. In 1966, there were 40 fair price shops operating in the district.

WEIGHTS AND MEASURES

The Bikaner State Weights and Measures Act, 1934 prescribed
a uniform system of weights and measures to check fraudulent practices.
According to this Act, standard of weight for gold and silver was to be
called gold and silver fola respectively and was to be a weight of metal
equal to 12 standard Mashas of British India. Standard yard of British
India was called a standard yard, 1/3rd part of standard yard a standard
foot and its 1/36th a standard inch. Primary standard of weight, except
for gold and silver, was a seer and comprised of a weight of metal equal
to the standard seer of British India. For measures of capacity, a measure
containing one such seer of water at its ‘maximum density, weighed in
vacuum was adopted. Every standard weight and measure was to bear a
State stamp under the authority of the Government.

Use of un-stamped or unregistered weights or measures was
punishable with fine upto Rs. 50 for first offence and Rs. 100 for every
subsequent offence. A standard model, approved by Government for
determining weights and measures, was kept in the offices of the Tahsildars
or such other places.

Various types of weights and measures were in vogue in the 22
princely states which integrated into Rajasthan. The condition of weights
and measures in Rajasthan, therefore, had been more chaotic and confu-
sing than that prevailing in the provinces of former British India which
had enjoyed a uniform pattern of administration for centuries. After the
formation of Rajasthan, however, the Government passed the Rajasthan
Weights and Measures Act, 1954, which was brought into force from
September, 1955. Under this Act, the weights and measures were standardis-
ed and the seer, maund, etc became uniform in the whole of Rajasthan.
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On the lines of the Union Standards of Weights and Measures Act, 1955,
the State of Rajasthan passed the Rajasthan Weights and Measures
(Enforcement) Act, 1958 and introduced the metric system according to a
phased programme. Details of introduction of the metric system in Ganga-
nagar district are given below :

Particulars Date of introduction Date of compulsory use
1. Weights 1.4.1960 1.4,1962
2. Measures
(i) Capacity 1.10.1961 1.10.1962
(ii) Linear 1.10.1961 ’ 1.10.1962

In the beginning of the Third Five Year Plan, a fully equipped
laboratory was established at Ganganagar and extensive publicity was
organised in the district to acquaint the public with the new system of
weights and measures. The implementation of Standards of Weights and
Measures Act is the responsibility of the District Industries Officer who is
assisted by the Weights and Measures Inspector. The old weights and
measures have now been replaced by metric weights and measures.
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APPENDIX 1

Imports and Exports of Ganganagar District.
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S. Commodities
No.

Where exported to

Where from

Places of Production

imported of exports
1 2 3 4 5
1. Wheat Bombay, Ahmeda- — Gangangar,'
bad, Jaipur & Padampur,
Bikaner Hanumangarh.
2. Gram Bengal, Madras, — Suratgarh,
Banglore, Delhi, Hanumangarh
Jaipur, Mysore Nohar, Bhadra,
3. Cotton Bombay, Pali, — Ganganagar,
Madras Karanpur,
Padampur,
Raisinghnagar,
Hanumangarh
4. Sugarcane Other — Ganganagar.
districts Padampur,
Anupgarh,
Hanumangarh
5. Sugar Urban centres — Ganganagar
of Rajasthan
6. Cotton textiles, Urban centres Ahmedabad  Ganganagar
yarn & silk of Rajasthan Bombay
7. Woollen textiles Urban centres Punjab, —
of Rajasthan Bikaner
8. Wool Nagaur Punjab, Nohar, Bhadra
: Dethi
9. Vegetable Oils — Bikaner, —_—

Jaipur, Delhi,
Punjab



11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.
20.
21.

22.

23,

24.

Spirits & Wines

Petroleum
products

Plastics &
Plastic goods

Tron & Steel
small structures

Agricultural
Implements

Gypsum

Bamboos

Timber

Firewood
Charooal
Cattle
Camels
Eggs and
Poultry

Fish

Areas

Urban centres -
of Rajsthan

——

Sindri

Jaipur, Bikaner,
Jodhpur,
Punjab.

Adjoining Areas
Adjoining Areas
Bikaner
Nagaur, Churu
Dethi, Bikaner,
Punjab.

Bikaner

248 RAJASTHAN DISTRICT GAZETTEERS—GANGANAGAR
( 2 3 4 5
10. Hides & Skins Adjoining — Southern areas of

the district

— Ganganagar
Bikaner, —
Jaipur
Punjab, —
Delhi
Jaipur, —
Punjab
Jaipur, —
Punjab,
Delhi
~ Suratgarh,
Anupgarh,
Nohar
Pali, Sirohi _—
— Ganganagar,
Padampur,
Karanpur,
Raisinghnagar,
— Hanumangarh
— Hanumangarh
— Anupgarh, Nohar
— Suratgarh,
Rawatsar
— Hanumangarh,
Ganganagar.
— Suratgarh
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25. Trrigation
machinery

26. Cement

27. Tractors

28, Electrical &
Diesel Motors,
Electric and
water meters

29. Slack coal,
Steam coal

30. Fertilisers

31. Pesticides &
Insecticides

32. Leather & leather—

goods
33. Toilet articles
34. Salt

35. Medicines &
Drugs

36. Tea, Coffee.

Punjab,
Bharatpur,
Delhi

Sawai Madho-
pur, Lakheri

Punjab,
Delhi

Jaipur, Punjab
Bengal, Bihar

Sindri

Delhi, Udaipur,
Alwar.

Delhi

Delhi, Punjab

Sambhar,
Didwana

Delhi, Punjab

Delhi, Assam




