" GENERAL 9
Forests and forest-belts

The forests have been classified as (a) Reserved, (b) Protected
and (c) Unclassed. The whole area is divided into blocks. The common
vegetation in the area, where shallow soil accumulates in crevices and
.depressions, includes a few trees, bushes and shrubs. In the western part
of Jalor sub-division, Moringa concanensis Nimm. is a dominant tree and
Salvadora oleoides, a co-dominant. Other associates are Anogeissus pen-
dula and Acacia senegal. The shrub layer is dominated by Euphorbia
neriifolia, Leptadenia pyrotechnica (Forak) Dcne., Grewia tenax (Forsk)
Fiori and Zizyphus nummularia Wight & Arn. scattered more on lower
slopes. Acacia senegal is more dominant in the hillocks at Jalor and is
accompanied by Salvadora oleoides and Anogeissus pendula. In Ahore
region, Euphorbia caducifolia and Acacia senegal are commonly found but
Acacia pendula is rare in this part.

In urban areas, sporadic occurrence of Gundi (Cordia rothii
R & S, Gulmohur (Delonix regia), Shisham (Dalbergia sissoo Roxb), Siris
(Albizia lebbeck Benth), Cassia siamea Lamk, Imli (Tamarindus indica)
and Nimbu (Citrus aurantiifolia (Christm) Swing) is also visible.

FoRresT MANAGEMENT—The forests of the district fall under the
control of Divisional Forest Officer of Jodhpur Forest Division headquar-
tered at Jodhpur. Two Range Officers, each incharge of one Range, are
posted at Jalor and Bhinmal respectively.

These forests, when brought under the control of the forest
department, were put into Reserved and Protected categories under the
Rajasthan Forest Act 1953. The broad policy of the government has
been to afford protection and rehabilitation through regulations regarding
_ tree cutting, grazing and afforestation, consistent with the laws in force
and through development schemes. Through soil and moisture conserva-
tion on the hill slopes some progress has been made in increasing produc-
tivity and protecting the culturable lands from ravages of erosion.

. Two nurseries, one at Jalor and the other at Bhinmal, were
started in 1956-57 and 1964-65 respectively. Five plantations were set up
for afforestation purposes during the period 1957-65. Road-side planta-
tions were also created along Jalor-Ahore road for over a total length of
16 km during the years 1965-66 to 1966-67. Under the soil conservation
measures, works consisting of fencing, check-dams apd contour furrows
were started.

FAUNA
BrDs—The common birds found in the district are house
sparrow (Passer domesticus), bulbul or red-vented bulbul (Molpastes cafer),
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Baya (weaver-bird, Ploceu Philippinus), Parrot or Rose-ringed Parakeet
(Psittacula krameri), Koyal (Eudynamis scolopacens), Vulture (Psendogyps
bengalensis), Kite or the common Pariah Kite (Milvus migrans), Pea-fowl
(Pavo cristatus). Among the game birds, sand-grouse (Pterocles exustuis),
grey partridge (Francolinus pondicerianus), common and jungle bush quail
(Coturnix coturnix and Perdicula asiatica) are common.

ANIMALS—Big game is extremely rare. Panther (Panthera par-
dus), is rarely noticed. Black bsar (Melursus ursinus) is found near
Jaswantpura./Other animals in the area are jackal (Canis aureus), jungle cat
(Felis chaus), Indian fox (Vulpes bengalensis), Chinkara (Gazella bennetti)
and common hare (Lepus ruficaudatus). Neelgai (Boselaphus tragocamelus)
is found in fairly good number at Jhunjani Jor near Bhinmal where they
take shelter.

REPTILES—Among reptiles, cobra (Najanaja)and Krate (Bun-
~ garus caerulens B. fasciatus) are met with and Crocodile (Crocodilus
porosus) is an extinct species in the area.

CLIMATE

Like the adjoining districts of -Rajasthan, the district has a dry
climate with large extremes of temperature and low rainfall. The year
may be divided into four seasons, the winter from November to March,
the summer from April to June, the monsoon season from July to mid-
September and the post-monsoon season from mid-September to'the end
of October.

Rainfall

Records of rainfall in the district are available for four rain-
gauge stations for periods ranging from 37 to 76 years. Tables I and II
give the details of rainfall at these stations and for the district as a whole.
The average annual rainfall in the district is 421.6 mm. The rainfall over
the district decreases from the south-east towards the north-west and varies
from 471.4 mm. at Jaswantpura to 363.0 mm. at Jalor.  About 94 per-
cent of the annual rainfall occurs during the period June to September.
July and Avugust are the rainiest months. The variation in the rainfall
from year to year is very large. During the fifty year period, 1901 to 1950,
the highest annual rainfall amounting to 228 per cent of the normal
occurred in 1944 while the lowest annual rainfall which was only 26 per
cent of the normal was recorded in 1901. During the same fifty year period,
the rainfall was less than 80 per cent of the normal in 20 years. Out of
these, there were five occasions of two consecutive years and one occasion
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of three consecutive years of such low rainfall. It will be seen from Table
II that the rainfall in the district was between 300 and 600 mm. in 25
years out of 50.

The average number of rainy days (i.e. days with rainfail of
2.5 mm. or more) ina year in the district is only 19 and this number
varies from 22 at Jaswantpura to 17 at Sanchore and Bhinmal.

The heaviest rainfall in 24 hours recorded in the district is
511.8 mm. at Sanchore on September 16, 1893.

Temperature

There is no meteorological observatory in the district. The des-
cription of the climate that follows is based upon the records of obser-
vatories in the neighbouring districts which have a climate similar to that
of this district. The diurnal range of temperature is large in all the
months. The cold season starts in November when temperatures begin
to decrease. January is the coldest month with the mean daily maximum
temperature about 25° C and the mean daily minimum at about 10° C. The
rapid drop in temperatures after sunset is very trying. In association with
passing western disturbances during the cold season the district experiences
cold waves, when the minimum temperature sometimes goes down to a
degree or two below the freezing point, and frosts occur. Temperatures
rise rapidly after March and reach the highest values in May or June. The
mean daily maximum in these months is about 41°or 42° C and mean daily
minimum about 27° C. Throughout the summer the heat is intense, and
scorching winds prevail. The temperatures may go above 48° C on
somedays. With the onset of the south-west monsoon by about the first
week of July, day temperatures decrease appreciably. After the withdrawal
of the monsoon by about the second week of September, day temperatures
again increase and a secondary maximum in day temperatures is reached
in October. But night temperatures decrease progressively.

Humidity

Except during the south-west monsoon season, the relative
humidities are low throughout the year. Even during the rainy period, in
between the rains, the humidities are comparatively lower,

Cloudiness

The skies are heavily clouded and occasionally overcast during
the south-west monsoon season. During the rest of the year skies are
mostly clear or lightly clouded.
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Winds

Winds are, in general, light to moderate, but become a little
strong during the monsoon season. From May to September, these blow
mostly from the south-west. In October the winds are variable although
easterlies and south-easterlies are less common. In the next three months
these blow from directions between north-west and north-east. From
February to April southerlies and south-westerlies begin to appear and
become more and more common as the season advances.

Special Weather Phenomena

Some of the depressions during July and August, originating in
the Bay of Bengal move west or west-north-west and reach the district or
its neighbourhood during the last stages of their travel. These affect the
district and its neighbourhood causing widespread heavy rain and gusty
winds. Duststorms and thunderstorms accompanied sometimes with squalls
occur in the hot season. Rainfall during the monsoon season is also
sometimes associated with thunder.
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TABLE II

Frequency of Annual Rainfall in the district
( Data 1901-1950 )

Range in mm. No. of years Range in mm. No. of years
101-200 7 601-700 3
201-300 0 701-800 2
301-400 11 801-900 1
401-500 7 901-1000 2

501-600 7




CHAPTER 1I
. HISTORY

PRE-HISTORY

Archaeological explorations in the river valleys of the contiguous
areas to this district, have revealed the existence of the palaeolithic sitesl.
Situated somewhat between the Ahar Culture that flourished in the south-
eastern Rajasthan? and the Rangmahal Culture in the northern parts of
Rajasthan, the region around the beds of Luni and its tributaries is likely
to unfold relationship between the extinct cultures. The earliest phase of
the Ahar Culture, characterised by the occurrence of the painted pottery,
copper slag and absence of iron may be dated3 circa 2000 B. c. Excava-
tions at Udaipur, Chittor, Pali and Barmer districts have brought to light
sites of various categories, namely, palaeolithic, microlithic, of the black
and red ware and of the early historical period4.

ANCIENT PERIOD

Tradition

The earliest reference to this area and the adjacent territory in
ancient tradition is traceable in the accounts of the nine sons of Manu who
are said to have founded kingdoms in different parts of the country. His
fourth son,5 founded a principality which.later came to be known as
Anarta (Gujarat) after one of his descendants. The popular legend of
Dhundumara suggests the subjugation of the aboriginals residing to the
west and in the southern Rajasthan (of which this district is a part) by

1. Indian Archaeslogy-A Review (1958-59), Department of Archaeology, Government
of India, p. 43,

2. The Researcher (1964-65) published by the Directorate of Archaecology & Mus-
eums, Government of Rajasthan, Jaipur, p. 55.

3. Indian Archaeology-A Review (1961-62), op. cit., D. 45.

4. Indian Archaeology-A Review (1956-57), op. cit., p..8, also Indian Archaeology-
A Review (1959-60), op. cit., p. 39.

5. The History and Culture of the Indian People, Vol. I, George Allen & Unwin Ltd.,
London (1957), pp. 272, 276. ' T
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Kuvalasval, a scion of Ikshwaku dynasty of Ayodhya. Afterwards, the
Druhus and Yadavas came to be associated with this part of the country
and it seems that they might have ruled over this region till the Mahabha-
rata War. The fratricidal war created vaccum in the political life of the
countryw hich could not be filled till the dawn of the Magadhan ascendancy
and the history of this region during this period remains in obscurity except
that the Marudesha region is referred2 to in the Ramayana and in the
Mahabharata. ‘

Early History

The period from the 7th century to the middle of the second
century B.C. was the age of Imperial unity in India wherein aitempts
were made for the political unification of the country. The process began
with the sixteen Mah ijanapadas which emerged either as monarchies like
Avanti and Magadh or republics like the Yaudhayas and the Lichchhavis,
all struggling either for the maintenance or extension of their boundaries.
However, this area is not referred to in the Buddhist and Jain texts which
mention the sixteen Mahajanapadas flourishing in the 6th century B.C. It
seems probable that-this part of Rajasthan formed part of the kingdom of
Avanti during the reign of Chanda Pradyota who was a formidable and
ambitious rival of Ajata Shatru of Magadh3. Chanda Prodyota was
followed by four kings who ruled for more than a century and the last
ruler was defeated and his kingdom annexed to the Magadhan empire
by Shishunagat. The Sh shunaga dynasty was supplanted by the Nanda
dynasty which uprooted several Kshatriya dynasties and brought the whole
of northern India under its sway5. The Nanda empire was later on
usurped by Chandragupta Maurya who became the master of a vast
empire8.

Mauryas

The empire of Chandragupta Maurya (c. 324-300 B.C.) included
the whole of the northern India and extended to the borders of Persia
in the north-west and Mysore in the south. His grandson conquered

\. The History and Culture of the Indian People, Vol. 1, George Allen & Unwin Ltd ,
London (1957), p. 275.

2. Reu, B. N., Marwar Ka Itihas, Vol. T, Government Press, Jodhpur (1938), pp.2-5.

3. The History and Culture of the Indian People, Vol. 11, Bhartiya Vidya Bhavan,
Bombay (1960), p. 26.

4. ibid., pp. 14, 30.

5. ibid., p. 32.

6. ibid., pp. 54-61,
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Kalinga and added it to his empire, This area (Jalor district) was pro-
bably a part of the western province which included Saurashtra and
Anarta, and which was governed by Pushyagupta under Chandragupta and
by Yavana Raja Tushaspha underl Ashoka (c. 273-236 B.C.).

Post-Mauryan period

The history of the western Rajasthan during the later Mauryan
period is still shrouded in obscurity and is gleaned from the stray references.
Thus there is a mention of foreign invasion in the contemporary works of
Patanjali the grammarian, who incidentally says that a yavana had recently
besieged Madhyamika (modern Nagri near Chittor) during his lifetime?.
This great invader was either Demetrius or Menander and it is not known
whether Jalor escaped or suffered the disaster but the latter’s dominions
appear to have included3 the central parts of Afghanistan, North-West
Frontier Province, the Punjab, the Sind, Rajputana and Kathiawad and
probably also a portion of the western Uttar Pradesh. By this time several
tribal republics? such as Yaudheyas, Sibis, Malavas, Arjunayans etc. were
emerging in Rajputana.

The Scythian penetration in India had begun as early as the
closing of the first century B.c. or the beginning of the first century
A.D. and they established themselves as far as east of Kathiawad and adjoin-
ing regions5, The Scythian princes continued their domination through
their Satraps or governors till about the early emperors of the Gupta
family.

The first Satrap of the Kshaharata family in the Western India
appears to have been one Bhumaka who was in chargeé of the south-
western part of the empire of the Kushanas of Kanishka’s house. His
successor was Nahapana whose sway extended over as far north as Ajmer
in Rajputana and included Kathiawad, south Gujaral, western Malwa,
north Konkan, from Broach to Sopara and Nasik and Poona districts?,
Thus it is likely that the district of Jalor must have been includéd

1. The History and Culture of the Indian People, Vol. II, Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan,
Bombay (1960), pp. 61-62.

ibid., p.107.

ibid., pp. 114-115,

ibid., pp. 159-168.

ibid., p. 178.

ibid., p. 179. ]

Chattopadhyaya, Sudhakar, Early History of North India, Progressive Publishers,
Calcutta (1958), p, 105,

Nowasw
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in his large dominions. Nahapana seems to have been defeated and
killed by the Satavahana king, Gautimiputra Satakarni who annexed
the southern provinces of the Kshaharata dominions but Chashtana
who seems to have been appointed the new viceroy by Kushana ruler,
perhaps recovered the lost possessions. Rudradaman I, the grandson
of Chashtana -defeated Satakarni, the lord of Dakshinapatha and
ruled over a vast territory, nearly whole of the Kshaharata dominions
including Maru or Marwar of which Jalor must have formed a part. But
during the reign of Chandra Gupta II the last of the Western Satrapy
headed by Rudrasinha was subjugated and annexed to the Gupta empirel.
During the reign of Chandra Gupta 11, the Gupta empire extended from
the Bay of Bengal to the Arabian sea2. But its disintegration had started
during the reign of his successors and taking advantage of the circumstances,
the Hunas began to invade the Gupta empire. About the close of
- the fifth or the beginning of the sixth century A.p., they, under
their leader Toramana, conquered a large part of the western India and
ruled over parts of Uttar Pradesh, Rajasthan, Punjab and Kashmir3. His
(Toramana’s) son Mihirakula was a powerful tyrant who according to
Hiuen Tsang, subdued a large part of northern India but was defeated4 by
Yasodharman of Malwa and Narasimha Gupta Baladitya of Magadha.
Some petty Huna chiefs, however, continued to rule small territories but
eventually they were assimilated by the Indian population5.

Though parts of Rajasthan were under Toramana and Mihirkula

and the later Huna chiefs, yet no evidence is available that they ruled over
the Jalor area.

Gurjaras

About the middle of the 6th century, a new power known as
the Gurjaras arose in the western and south-western part of Rajasthan.
According to the Jodhpur inscription of Pratihara Bauka, dated 894 v.s.,
Harichandra or Harishchandra founded a kingdom. His sons, Bhogabhata,
Kakka, Rajjila and Dadda fortified Mandavyapura (Mandor, the old

1. Smith, V. A., The Early History of India, Oxford Umversnty Press, London (1962),
p. 309.

2. The History and Culture of the Indian People, Vol, 111, Bharatlya Vidya Bhavan,
© Bombay (1962), p. 19.

3. ibid., p.35.

4, ibid., p. 37.

5. Chattopadhyaya, Sudhakar, op.cit., p. 199.
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capital of Jodhpur) and perhaps ruled over separate principalitics but were
under the main line which ruled at Mandor. The third son Rajjila ruled
at Mandor. The young Gurjara king described by Hiuen Tsang, the
Chinese pilgrim, may be identified with Tata, son of Nagabhata who was
a grandson of Rajjila. Hiuen Tsang also mentions Pi-lo-mo-lo (identified
with Bhillamalla or modern Bhinmal), as the capital of the Gurjara
kingdom1.

Bhinmal is associated with the name of Brahmagupta the famous
astronomer, who is called Bhillamalakacharya. He is the author of
Brahmasphuta-Siddhanta and wrote under the patronage of king Vyaghra-
mukha of the Chapa dynastv. His another well known work is the
Khandakhadya. Magha the scholar poet and author of the Sishupalavadha
mentions that his grandfather was the minister of king Varmalat, whose
inscription dated 625 A.D. (682 v.s.) found at Vasantgarh (Sirohi district)
leads usto believe that after ‘the Gurjaras the country around Bhinmal
passed into the hands of the Chavaras2.

Chavaras

The Chavaras held the region around Bhinmal till about the
middle3 of the 8th century. But the invasion of Marwar, some time before
A.D. 739, by the armies of Junaid weakened the power of the Chavaras
and Bhinmal was seized by the Pratiharas,

Pratiharas

The Pratihara dynasty came into prominence in the second
quarter of the eighth century A.D. when Nagabhata I of that dynasty
repulsed the Arab invasions and saved western Indiat from their
onslaughts. He carved out a powerful principality comprising Malwa and
parts of Rajputana and Gujarat5. Apparently Jalor must have been a part
of his dominions. He was succeeded by Kakkuka and Devaraj whose
achievements are not known. The kingdom of Vatsaraja, the son and
successor of Devaraja comprised both Malwa and eastern and central

1. The History and Culture of the Indian People, Vol. I11, Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan,
Bombay (1962), p. 153.

2. Reu. B. N., Glories of Marwar and the Glorious Rathors, Jodbpur (1943}, p. II1.
3. Ojha, G. H., op.cit., Vol. IV, PartI, p. 146.

4, The History and Culture of the Indian People, Vol. 1V, Bbaratiya Vidya Bhavan,
Bombay (1955), p. 19-

5. ibid., p. 21.
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Rajputana and that he ruled over Jalor? is evident from the Jain work
Kuvalayamala which was composed at Javalipura (Jalor) in the year 778
AD. During his time a triangular conflict for the supremacy of
northern India ensued among the Pratiharas of Avanti, the Palas of
Bengal and the Rashtrakutas of Mankhed. In this struggle Vatsaraja was
beaten by Dhruva the Rashtrakuta, and after which nothing was heard
about him. His son and successor Nagabhata U, revived the fortunes
of his family by reconsolidating the Pratihara power. Being emboldened
by initial successes, and assisted by at least three of his feudatory chiefs,
namely, Kakkuka of the Jodhpur Pratihara family, Vahukadhavala, the
Chaulukya Chief of southern Kathiawad and the Guhilot Sankaragana,
he challenged Dharmapala of Bengal and scored a great victory2. But his
palmy days did not last long for, some time before in 809-10 A.D.
Govind III, the Rashtrakuta ruler of Mankhed inflicted on him a crushing
blow3. Yet Nagabhata II coptinued to rule over the greater part of
Rajasthan and Kathiawad4 and his eastern boundary extended up to
Gwalior and probably further east to include Kanauj and Kalanjara.

During the short reign of his son and successor Ra‘mabhadra,
the Pratihara dynasty of Mandor or Jodhpur probably regained indepen-
dence’ and an attempt by Bhoja, the son and successor of Ramabhadra,
proved to be futile. The Pratihars of Mandor or Jodhpur perhaps became
independent in the reign of Kakkuka some time6 between A.D. 843 to 861.

Paramaras

The power of the Pratiharas declined in the tenth century.
The Paramaras of Dhar extended their rule upto the western parts of
Rajasthan during the reign of Munja (also known as Utpala and Vak-
patiraja II) who ascended? the throne sometime8 before 974 A.Dp. or
between A.D. 972 and 974. He annexed Huna mandala from the Hunas?9,

—

The History and Culture of the Indian People, Vol, 1V, Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan,
Bombay (1955), p. 21.

ibid., p. 25.

ibid., p. 21.

ibid., p. 26.

ibid., p. 28.

ibid., pp. 29-30.

ibid., p. 96.

Bhatia, P., The Parmars, Delhi (1970), p. 46.

The location of the Huna mandala is uncertain because there were more than
one region with this nomenclature, Bhatia, P., op.cit. pp. 39-40,

CENALE W
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defeated Shaktikumara of Medpat and plundered his capital Aghata,
modern Ahar in Udaipur district, and wrested from the Chahamana
Baliraja, Mount Abu and the southern part of Jodhpur up to Kiradu but
failed to occupy Nadol. The conquered territories were divided among
the princes of the Paramara dynasty. His sons Aranyaraja and Chandana
were appointed governors of Mount Abu and Jabalipura (modern Jalor)
respectively, and his nephew Dusala, son of Sindhuraja, was placed in
charge of Bhillamala or Srimala, modern Bhinmal. Munja died! between
A. D. 993 and 998.

The Jalor branch of the Paramara family ruled till they were
ousted by Kirtipala of Nadol, the founder of the Jalor branch of Chauhanas.
Chandana, the son of Vakpati Munja, was the first king of the Jalor branch
of Paramara family and was followed in succession by Devaraja, Aparajita,
Vijjala, Dharavarsha and Vishala (1117 A.p.). Kuntapala the last known
king of the families and probably a descendent of Vishala, perhaps owed
allegiance to the Chaulukyas. According to Nainsi, Jalor and Siwana
were ruled respectively by Paramara Kuntapala and Viranarayan who
were betrayed into Kirtipala’s hands by their own servants, the Dahiyas2,
Kirtipala was the founder of the Jalor line of the Chauhanas.

Sindhuraja’s son Dusala was the founder of the Bhinmal branch
of the Paramara dynasty. In the early 11th century, Devaraja of this
family obtained Maru-mandala from the Chahamana Durlabharaja of
Shakambhari. His grandson Krishnaraja who was imprisoned by
Chaulukya Bhima I was released by Chahamana Balaprasada of Nadol
and ruled as an independent king. He was succeeded by Sochharaja,
Udayaraja Someshvara, Jayatasimha and Salakha. Bhinmal came under
the supremacy of the Chavhanas during the early 13th century3.

Chaulukyas

Mularaja I, the founder of the Chaulukya dynasty of Anahilapa-
taka or Anahilapattana while invading Kutch and Vamanasthli is said to
have been assisted by contingents from the chiefs of Abu, Srimala, Marwai
and other places. He was defeated by Vigraharaja II of Shakambhari
who overran Sarasvata mandala and Lata and advanced further. Mularaja

1. The History and Culture of the Indian People, Vol. 1V, Bhartaiya Vidya Bhavan,
Bombay (1955), p. 97.

2, Sharma, Dasharatha, Edrly Chauhan Dynasties, S. Chand & Co. (1959), p. 145.

3. The History and Culture of the Indian People, Vol. V, Bhartaiya Vidya Bhavan,
Bombay (1957), p. 74.
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thus hard pressed shut himself up in the Kantha fort. He later on
recovered his lost kingdom which extended upto Sanchore in the north
and was bounded by Sabarmati river in the east and south. He ruled
between A.D. 942 and 994.

His son and successor Chamundraja (995-1008) resisted the
incursions of Sindhuraja Paramara, brother of Munja but ultimately the
Chaulukyas lost the southern part of Rajputana to Munja, the Paramara.
Chamundaraja was succeeded by Durlabharaja and then by Bhimadeva I,
son of Nagadeval. In A.p. 1023 Gujarat was overrun and Somanatha
was plundered by Mahmud Ghazni. Bhima fled to Kanthakot in Kutch,
but returned after the departure of the invader and not enly re-established
himself but wrested? Mount Abu from Paramara Dhandhuka. He
annexed Bhinmal and imprisoned its ruler, Krishnaraja Paramara but was
_baffled by Chahamana Ahila and Anahilla of Nadolin his attempts to
conquer southern Marwar. His son and successor Karna, who assumed
the title of Trailokyamalla conquered Malwa by defeating and killing
Paramara Jayasimha but was ultimately repulsed by Paramara Udayaditya
and afterwards by Paramara Jaggaddeva3. His attempt to assert his
supremacy over southern Marwar was checked by Chahamana Prithvipala
of Nadol. But his successor Jayasimha Siddharaja, re-established the
Chaulukya supremacy over Bhinmal by annexing it before A.D. 1129 from
the Paramaras, crushed the power of Nadol and Sambhar whose respective
rulers Asaraja and Arnoraja, submitted and .were allowed to rule in their
respective territories as his vassalst. He defeated Paramara Naravarman
and sometime before A.D.. 1138 imprisoned Yasovarman, the son of
Naravarman, and annexed Avanti to his dominions. Other achievements
of his reign included the capture of Bhilsa and his victory over Chaulukya
Vikramaditya VI of Kalyana. In theclosing years of his reign, Malwa
under Jayavarman, son of Yasovarman slipped from his control and became
independent and Chahamana Asaraja of Nadol not only overthrew the
Chaulukya vassalage but became hostile to Jayasimha5.

After the death of Jayasimha, some time between A.D. 1143
and 1145, Kumarpala, the great grandson of Kshemaraja, who was a son

1. The History and Culture of the Indian People, Vol. V, Bharatiya Vidya Bhavar,
Bombay (1957), p. 74.

2. ibid.

3, ibid., p. 75.

4, ibid., p.76.

S. ibid.
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of Bhima I, by a concubine?, secured the throne for himself. His inscrip-
tions show that his kingdom extended upto Barmer, Pali and Chittor on
the north, Bhilsa on the east and Kathiawad in the west.  His reign is
marked by an incessant struggle between the Chaulukyas and the
Chahamanas of Shakambhari for the supremacy of south-western parts
of Rajasthan. Sometime before A.D. 1145, Kumarapala conquered
Mount Abu, dethroned Paramara Vikaramasimha and installed his prot-
ege, Paramara Yasodhavala there. The Chahamana Ahladana son of
Asaraja of Nadol helped him in crushing the revolt of Sumvara, a chief
of Saurashtra and was awarded Kiratakupa in Barmer district and other
territories to govern. He defeated Rajyapala of Nadol and replaced
Vaijalladeva who administered these territories from c. 1154 to 1159 A.p.
Paramara Somesavara of Bhinmal whose principality extended upto
Kiradu, acknowledged his supremacy. In A.D. 1150 he raided the
kingdom of Shakambhari2 and defeated Arnoraja.

Kumarapala died in A.p. 1171-72 and was succeeded by
Ajayapala, son of his brother Mahipala, who invaded Shakambhari and
secured a golden mandapika as tribute from its king Somesavara3. He lost
his life at the hands of the Pratihara Vaijalladeva in c. A.D. 1176 and was
succeeded4 by his young son Mularaja 1I. In AD. 1178 Muhammad
Ghori attacked the kindgom of Gujarat but was defeated at Gadaraghatta
near the foot of Mount Abud. Mularaja II died in A. D. 1178 and was
succeeded by his younger brother Bhima II, whose inscriptions® range
between A.D. 1178 to 1239. In the beginning of his reign, Bhim 1I
suffered from internal strifes and foreign invasions. The Chaulukya power
was eclipsed by the rise of the Chahamana power under Prithviraj I1I,
the last great Chahamana monarch. Bhim 1I concluded a treaty with his
adversary, Prithviraj III, which he adhered to with meticulous care. When
Bhima 11, was reduced to the position of a titular king, his feudatory
Arnoraja humbled the recalcitrant elements and consolidated the power of
Bhima II but in this he lost his life. ~ Arnoraja’s son Lavanaprasada then
administered the affairs of the Chaulukya king, Bhima II and defended the
kingdom against the invasions of Yadava Bhillama and his son Jaitugi of

1. The History and Culture of the Indian People, Vol. V, Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan, -
Bombay (1955), p. 76.

2. ibid., pp. 76-71.
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Devagiri, routed the forces of Paramara Subhatavarman and recovered
from him all territories. He sent an army to help the Mbhers against the
Muslims who were chased up to the vicinity of Ajmer but in A.D. 1197,
Qutb-ud-din defeated the Chaulukya army and plundered Anahillapataka.
After the withdrawal of the Muslim forces, the Chaulukyas reasserted
their supremacy and defeated Samantasimha and occupied Godwar and
posted! the Chahamana Dhamdhaladeva as their Governor. The last
mention of Bhima II is in an inscription2 of A.p. 1239,

Chahamanas of Jalor

Kirtipala, also known as Kitu, was a prince of the Nadol branch
of the Chahamanas who attacked and acquired Jalor and Siwana, from the
Paramara Chiefs Kuntapala and Viranarayana, who owed allegiance to
the Chaulukya sovereigns of Gujarat. Kirtipala3 was an ambitious,
energetic and extremely resourceful person who carved out a kingdom
for himself under adverse circumstances and which vied with the kingdom
of his brother Kelhana of Nadol, in strength. He was an orthodox Hindu,
a tolerant ruler and one of the best generals of his time. His SUCCESSOTS
at Jalor, known as Sonigara Chauhanas ruled over this territory for more
than a century. Sonigara is a contractiond of Suvarnagiri, a hill fort at
Jalor.

His son and successor was Samarsimha whose earliest known
inscription is of the year 1239 v.s. or 1182 A.p. The Sundha inscrip-
tion5 describes him as the patron of art and architecture who built
extensive ramparts on the Kanakachala or Suvarnagiri hill fort and
equipped them with store houses and battlements of the Vidyadhari type
and founded a town named Samarpura and beautified it with gardens.
His sister Rudaladevi got two temples built at Jalor dedicated to Shiva
and the temple of Kunwaravihara was repaired by his orders.

Udayasimha, who succeeded his father Samarsimha was one of
the greatest of the Chahamana rulers of Jalor. His earliest known
inscription is of the year 1262 v.s. Udayasimha, not satisfied with the
principality of Jalor, launched an expansionist policy to restore the lost
grandeur of the Chahamana power in Rajasthan. He captured Nadol and

1. The History and Culture of the Indian People, Vol. 1v, Bhartaiya Vidya Bhavan,
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Bombay (1957), p. 87.

5. Sharma, Dasharatha, op.cit., p. 146.
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Mandor at the cost of the ulers of Delhi, most probably Aramshah and
perhaps even Iltutmish. In short, he ruled over the districts of Nadol,
Jabalipura, Mandavyapura, Vagbhatameru, Surachanda, Ratahrada,
Kheda, Ramasainys, Srimala, Raraﬁpura, Satyapura etc. He thus
extended his territories from Mandor to Sanchore and-Mallani to Godwar,
About the year v.s.1278 (1221 A.p.), Udayasimha organised a con-
federacy, consisting of the rulers of Lata, Godraha, Chandravat, Mewar
and Marwar against Lavanaprasada the all powerful minister and de Sfacto
ruler of Gujarat. In the fight that ensued Udayasimha was wounded on
the head by Lavanaprasadal but the victory, however, remained with
Udayasimha and his allies. Lavanaprasada, though still sore and hostile
at heart, had to return to his capital concluding a treaty with thes: heroic
rulers on account of the trouble caused to his relatives and the public.
Later, Udayasimha shedding all feelings of rancour gave his daughter in
marriage to the grandson of Lavanaprasada. The treaty concluded by
Lavanaprasada was fully honoured by his son Viradhavala. After the
death' of Viradhavala in v.s. 1295 ( 1238 A.D. ), Udayasimgha interfered
in the succession struggle in Gujarat between two sons of Viradhavala,
Virama and Visala and had the former assassinated. Visala then despatched
punitive expeditions against Jalor but Udayasimha remained? “‘invincible
for the lords of the Gurjara kingdom®.

MEDIAEVAL PERIOD

Htutmish invested Jalor between A.D. 1211 and 1216.
Udayasimha put up a strenuous resistance but had to surrender and was
~allowed to retain his territories on payment of tribute, but soon afterwards
he joined the league organised by Viradhavala Vaghela of Dholaka and
his minister Vastupala against Iltutmish, and forced him to retreat. His
other important achievement is the annexation of a part of Medapata
from his rival, Jaitrasimha3. Udayasimha died somewhere between V.S.
1314 and 1316 (A.D. 1257 and 1259) after a reign of about 52 years and
was succeeded by his son Chachigadeva, who claimed to have destroyed
the power of Viramadeva Vaghela of Gujarat and defeated other princes
named Patuka, Sanga and Nahara?. Chachigadeva was succeeded by
Samantasimha. In v.s. 1348, Firoz Khilji advanced as far as Sanchore,
an important city of the kingdom of Jalor but had to retire on
Sarangadeva Vaghela’s rushing to the aid of his neighbour. Samantasimha

1, Sharma, Dasharatha, op.cit., p. 150,
2. ibid., p.151.
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4, ibid., p. 156.
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‘associated his son Kanhadadeva, with the administration of his kingdom.
Alauddin Khilji in order to conquer Gujarat, asked from the Jalor ruler a
passage through his territory for his army and sent a robe of honour to
Kanhadadeva. The Chahamana ruler did not grant his desire which
naturally must have annoyed Alauddin who took no immediate step to
chastise the Chahamana and sent _his army through Mewar. On its way
back to Delhi from Gujarat, the Sultan’s army marched through Jalor
territory without permission and was, therefore, routed by the Chahamanas
who also rescued the idol of Somanatha which was being carried to Delhi
by the Muslim army. After the fall of Ranthambhor and Chitor the
Khilji forces reappeared before the walls of Jalor and Kanhadadeva was
induced by Ainul Mulk Multani, the Khilji Commander, to visit Delhi
and enroll himself amongst its allies. But soon after, Kanhadadeva
returned to Jalor, asserted his independence and defied the authority of
Delhi. The Khilji army marched first against Siwana, a dependency of
Jﬁlor, held by Kanhadadeva’s nephew Sataladeva, who drove them back
pell-mell and successfully resisted the Khilji aggressions in the later years,
when at last in A.D. 1310, Alauddin marched in person against him.2
For months the Rajputs bravely defended the fort but eventually resistance
was overcome, and Sataladeva was slain. Alauddin appointed Kamal-ud-
din Gurg as Governor of Siwana with instructions to continue devastation
and subjugation of Kanhadadeva’s dominions and returned to Delhi. The
Khilji forces then captured Barmer, Sanchore and Bhinmal in succession
and besieged Jalor. The Rajputs, under the command of Viramadeva and
Maladeva, forced the Khilji forces to retreat to some extent but the inva-
sion was renewed more vigorously which broke the Rajput defence. Trea-
‘ chery was resorted to, in having access to the fort through a secret passage.
Kanhadadeva was killed3 in action and the fort capitulated.

Alauddin Khilji was the first Sultan of Delhi who subjugated

" a large portion of Rajasthan. Prior to his conquest Qutb-ud-din Aibak had
led an expedition against Jalor, and forced it to accept vassalage but the

- chief of Jalor overthrew the Muslim overlordship soon after. Similarly the
attempts of Iltutmish to humble Jalor were also frustrated with heavy
losses. It was, however, between the years 1305 and- 1311 AD. that
extensive parts of western Rajputana were subdued and Jalor, Nadol,
~ Siwana, Bhinmal and Sanchore were annexed. Jalor was administered

1. Sharma, Dasharatha, op.cit., p. 163.
2. ibid., p. 164.
3. ibid., p.169.
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by Kamal-ud-din Gurg and Muhammad Hushang! as governors during
the reign of Khilji kings.

The Khilji empire collapsed during the reign of Alauddin’s
successors Mubark Shah and Khusrav. The latter was beheaded in 1320
A.D. by Ghiyas-ud-din Tughlaq Shah who usurped the throne of Delhi. A
Persian inscriptionZ of Muhammad Tughlaq at Jalor indicates the conti-
nuation of the rule of the Sultan of Delhi over Jalor. It appers that during
the reign of weak successors of Firoz Tughluq, the Rajputs ousted the
Muslims. In v.s. 1444, Chahamana Pratapsimha ruled over Sanchore but
during the time of his successor Varjanga, it waslost to Malik Mir in
v.S. 1478. The last of the Chauhana rulers known to have ruled over Jalor
was Bisaladeva who was treacherously assassinated by Rao Chunda
Rathor of Mandor3. After the death of Bisaldeva, his Muslim
lieutenant, Malik Khurram installed Ponpabai, the widow of the deceased
(Bisaladeva) on the throne and frustrated the designs of Rao Chunda to
acquire Jalor. But Ponpabai took stringent measures against the Jalori
Pathans. Thereupon Malik Khurram besieged the fort and forced4 her
to seek shelter with Rao Ranmal Rathor of Idar. Jalor then passed into
the hands of Jalori Pathans (also called Bihari Pathans), who continued
to rule intermittently over Jalor till its transfer to Raja Gaj Singh of
Jodhpur. About the year 1433 A.p., Hasan Khan, the Bihari Pathan
ruler of Jalor, was coerced by Rao Ranmal5 of Mandor (Jodhpur) and
being cornered concluded a treaty. But in 1478 A.p. Usman Khan
Bihari of Jalor and Rawal Lakha of Sirohi started plundering the Marwar
territories. Jodha, the founder of Jodhpur, sent an army uader the
command of his cousin Varjang who was successful, after some time, in
subduing them8, During the reign of Mahmud Begarha of Gujarat, the
Jalori Pathans acknowledged his supremacy and Jalor formed a part of
his kingdom?. Rao Ganga of Marwar sent his troops, against the ruler of
Jalor, Malik Alisherkhan, about the year 1515 A.p. The Rathors were
repulsed. In or about 1538 A.p. Sikandar Khan the ruler of Jalor, was
defeated and ousted by Baloach Pathans. He took shelter with Rao
Maldev of Jodhpur, Suspecting some foul game he fled but was caught
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