CHAPTER 1
GENERAL
INTRODUCTORY

Origin of the name

The district takes its name from its principal town Nagaur, which
is also its headquarters. The origin of the name is uncertain, but an old
referencel is available which shows that this place was formerly known as
Nagapura. It was one of the chief towns of Ananta-gochar which included
the regions of Harsa and Shakambhari

'

Location

The district is located2 between latitude 26° 25’ and 27° 40" N and
longitude 73° 10" and 75° 15’ E. The maximum length of the district from
north to south is about 146 km, and its maximum breadth from east to
west about 229 km. Being situated in the centre of Rajasthan, it shares
its border with several other districts of the State. On the north it is
bounded by Bikaner and Churu districts, on the east by Sikar and Jaipur,
on the south by Ajmer and Pali and on the west by Jodhpur. The district
is irregular in shape. Four of its eight tahsils, i.e. Nagaur, Jayal, Ladnun
and Didwana, lie in the upper half of the north-west segment while the
remaining four (Merta, Degana, Parvatsar and Nawa) occupy the lower
half or its south-east portion. Nagaur tahsil is situated in the western-
most fringe of the district whereas its eastern-most portion is enclaved by
Nawa; and northern and southern spurs are represented by Ladnun and

1. Rajasthan Through the Ages, Vol. 1, edited by Dr. Dasharatha Sharma and publi=
shed by Rajasthan State Archives, Bikaner (1966), p. 17. Tod also mentions that
Rathors conquered Nagor (Nagaur) or Nagadurg (the serpent’s castle) from the
Mohils, who held fourteen hundred and forty villages so late as the fifteenth
century. Annals and Antiquities of Rajasthan, Vol. IT1, 0.U.P. (1920), p. 1449, fn. 4.
The Imperial Gazetteer of India (1908), Vol, XVIII, mentions that the town is said
to have taken its name from its traditional founders, the Naga Rajputs.

2. Source : Office of the Director, Survey of India, Western Circle, Jaipur.
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has an area of 1,532 sq. km. with a population of 121,167 souls spread over
118 villages ( one of these is uninhabited ) and two towns. The Parvatsar
tahsil has an areal of 2224.6 sq. km., a population of 168,359 souls living
in 202 inhabited villages and two towns.

There are four police circles in the district2-Nagaur, Makrana,
Merta and Didwana-which have 23 police stations and 28 out-posts.
Their distribution is as follows : Nagaur Police Circle-7 police stations and
10 out-posts; Makrana Police Circle-7 police stations and 7 out-posts;
Merta Police Circle-5 police stations and 5 out-posts and lastly, Didwana
Police Circle-4 police stations and 6 out-posts.

Towns

The Census of 1961 lists eight towns with a total population of
120,657 ( males 62,823 and females 57,834 ) shown as under : Ladnun
23,825; Didwana 13,547; Nagaur 24,296; Kuchaman 15,458; Makrana
17,270; Nawa 8,097; Parvatsar 5,081 and Merta 13,083.

TOPOGRAPHY
Configuration

The district resembles a deformed parallelogram, on the eastern
and western sides of which stand two strangulated triangles with their
vertices protruding in the neighbouring districts.

The topography3 is fairly even but for some scattered hills, gene-
rally wooded, in the north and in the east, near Makrana. Only a part of
the district falls in the category of desert although the north-western region
is bespattered with large sand-dunes, extending sometimes in a continuous
series. They are locally known as tiba and dhora.

Elevation

The general slope of the district is towards the wests. Its genera
~ elevation is about 300 metres, varying from 250 metres in the south to 640
metres in the north.

1. The figures of area, population, towns and villages mentioned above have been
taken from Census of India 1961, Vol. XIV, Rajasthan, Part II-A, General Popula-
tion Tables, p. 29.

2. Source : Office of the Superintendent of Police, Nagaur,

Source : Office of the Survey of India, Western Circle, Jaipur.

4. ibid.

»
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Hills

There are no high bills in the district. Dots of hillocks, however,
are sporadically scattered, more so in the south-castern sector. Near Jayal,
Khatu, Mundwa and Khajwana, they attain some height but are devoid of
any vegetation. Those at Jayal and Khatu are quarried for building stones.
Tikli hills are situated near the village of Raisinghpur ( Didwana tahsil ).
Another group of Kolia and Pathava hills in Didwana tahsil do not attain
any appreciable height, In Merta, Nawa and Parvatsar tahsils, off-shoots
of Aravalli range are projected, specially along the common border with
Ajmer district. Those near Kuchaman and Nawa attain some height. The
general vegetation found on them consists of Khair, dhay and thor. These
hills are quarried for masonry stones especially the long pattis or slabs
which are used as beams in the buildings.

When compared with other areas of the district, Parvatsar tahsil is
found to abound in numerous clusters of hillocks. The Kabra hills spread
for nearly 8 km. from village of Peelwa to Baser, Sirias and Kundri.
Darmal range, nearly of the same height, runs from the village of Banwal
to the border of Ajmer district, nearly a distance of 8 km. Another range
from Banwal, known as Dulliawalla, runs to Chachiyas and Narwaro.
Among other hillocks of the tabsil, the names of Karmakudi, Arath,
Kinsariya, Lamtha and Mahagaon may be mentioned. All these hillocks
are covered with vegetation and trees such as Kakora, dhokra, dassuja,
gangaren and khair. There are a number of ghats and ghatis or passes
through these hills, sometimes running for a distance of five kilometres.

In Merta tahsil, the off-shoots of Aravalli, near Thanwala village,
run for about five kilometres. Other clusters are those of Tunkaliya, Riyan
and Jogi Magra hills,

Desert—The north, north-west and north-east portions of the
district form part of the great Indian desert.

RIVER SYSTEM AND WATER RESOURCES
Rivers!

No river originates from the district. However, the river Luni,
which rises near Pushkar in Ajmer district, after draining the western slopes
of the Aravalli, crosses the district of Nagaur in the south and flows

1. Source : Office of the Superintending Engineer, Irrigation Department, Ajmer,
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through it towards the west for nearly 37 km. before it enters the Pali
district. The important villages situated on its banks in the district are
Alaniyawas, Lungiya, Rohisa, Roisi, Jasnagar and Surpura. It is a non-
perennial river and has intermittent flow depending upon the rains. Its bed
is sandy and percolation is fairly heavy feeding the neighbouring wells and
raising their water level.

There are only a few seasonal streams and nullahs which rise and
disappear in the district itself. Their flow depends on the volume of the
rainfall. Harsor stream originating from the off-shoots of the Aravalli,
flows north-west and meets another streamlet past Harsor village and the
combined stream loses its identity by discharging into the Pundlotasar.
The Harsor, having a sandy bed, has a total run of nearly 48 km. During
the monsoon, rivulets and nullahs appear near the villages of Khatu, Barnel,
Jayal and Jani, but vanish into the sandy plains after a short run. The
output of salt in the depressions at Nawa and Baliya Kharda ( in Didwana
tahsil ), depends on the numerous seasonal nullahs which discharge their
water here.

Lakes and tankst

_There is a big salt lake about 3 km. to the south-west of Didwana
having«an area of 777 hectares ( 1920 acres ). The Nawa tahsil also shares
a part of the well-known Sambhar lake in Jaipur district.

The district possesses very few tanks. The details regarding location,
area and volume of water during the rainy season of those tanks which are
maintained by the Irrigation department of the State Government are :

PirJj-KA-NAKA—It is situated about 2.5 km. from Parvatsar on the
Parvatsar-Kishangarh road and has an area of 1.8 sq km. Its capacity
during the rainy season is 1262 m.c.m.

Harsor—Situated near village Harsor in Degana tahsil, tbe tank
has an area of 2.5 sq. km. and capacity of 2.492 m c¢,m.

BHERUNDA—The tank is situated near village Gole, 5 km. north
of Bherunda village and has an arca of 2.3 sq. km. Its capacity during the
rainy season is 2.044 m.c.m.

HarsoLAo—The tank has an area of 1.00 sq. km. with a capacity
of 0.498 m.c.m. It is situated near village Harsolao.

1. Source : Irrigation Department, Government of Rajasthan,
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MaNGALANA—Situated near village Mangalana on Parvatsar-Mak-
rana road, the tank has an area of 0.7 sq.km. and a capacity of 0.790 m.c.m.

PipLiA (GOVINDGARH)—The tank has an area of 0.2 sq. km. and
a capacity of 0.224 m.c.m. The tank is situated near village Piplia on
Merta city-Pushkar road.

Dobivana—It is situated near village Dodiyana on Merta city-Push-
kar road and has an area of 0.7 sq. km. and a capacity of 0.644 m.c.m.

BaAkr1 MoLas—The Bhakri project is situated in Parvatsar tahsil
and has a capacity of 8.35 m.c.m.

GECLOGY!
Geological Antiquity and Formation

The geological antiquity of the district is characterised by the
following formations of geological systems representing the chief types of
rocks, placed in stratigraphic sequence :

Geological system Rock type Location

Recent to sub-recent Sand, gypsum and Bhadwasi, Gotmang-
salt lod, Khairat and

Didwana

Vindhyans Sandstone, Lime- Khatu Khurd, Gotan,
stone and under- Mundwa, Rol Qazian
ground gypsum and Nagaur

Mallani igneous suite Porphyritic -- Degana

and Volcanics granite

Delhi Quartzites Parvatsar

Raialo Marble Makrana

Aravalli Phyllites Degana

Pre-Aravalli rocks Granite Harsor

The granite exposed around Harsor, although not of much econo-
mic significance are the oldest rocks found in the district overlain by the
phyllites and biotite schists of the Aravalli system. The Raialo formations
succeeding over the Aravallis, are mainly composed of good quality marble
of various shades occurring around Makrana. This building stone has been
a source of attraction from olden times and is said to have been used in the
construction of the Taj Mahal at Agra.

1. Source : Office of the Director, Mines & Geology, Rajasthan, Udaipur.
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The Delhi formations stretch along the eastern border of the district
in a north-north-east and south-south-west direction, from Pushkar to
Kuchaman through Parvatsar and comprise quartzites, calc gneiss, schists
and impure limestone. The granites of Mallani system intrude the Aravalli
phyllites at Degana and are responsible for the occurrence of a good wol-
fram deposit. The Vindhyan flagstone ( sandstone ) quarried near Khatu
are used for carving window screens with geometrical patterns. The lime-
stone of this age occurs at Gotan and Mundwa where a large lime burning
industry thrives on these deposits. The Vindbyan formations around
Nagaur town emit extensive deposits of gypsum.

All grades of gypsum deposits of the sub-recent to recent age of
geological antiquity, are located at a number of places in the district.

Minerals

The district has large deposits of the following minerals of econo-
mic importance.

GypsuM—Nagaur district is very rich in the gypsum deposits. The
areas bearing gypsum in the district are : Nagaur, Bhadwasi, Got Manglod,
Khairat, Dhakoria, Bhadana and Malgu. As estimated by the Geological
Survey of India, through drilling, the reserves amount to 952 million tonnes
containing 81 per cent and above CaSO,. 2H;0. The underground deposit
has not been worked so far. Most of the gypsum produced here, is supplied
to the Sindri Fertiliser Corporation.

WoLrrAM—The wolframite deposit is found in the Rewat hill near
Degana. The mineral, a tungstate of iron and manganese, occurs in the
veins or lodes in granites and phyllites. Tungsten is chiefly used in the
production of alloy steels and high speed cutting steels which retain hard-
ness even when red hot.

MARBLE—This is found at Makrana in the Parvatsar tahsil, in six
different bands extending for about 10 km. Makrana marble, which occurs
in various beautiful shades-white, pink and spotted, is one of the best
marbles in the world. It retains high grade polish which is amply proved
by some of the old monuments built of this stone. Marble blocks of any
size can be quarried out but due to constant working, the quarries have

-gone deep and it is difficult to haul up huge blocks now.

LiME STONE—Best grade lime stone occurs at Gotan, Mundwa,
Katholi and Ambali in the district.
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SaND Stone—It is found almost everywhere in the district but the
best grade is available only at Khatu in Didwana tahsil, where some 150
quarries are being worked.

SaLt—The district is one of the important salt producing centres
which is manufactured at Nawa and Didwana,

Sob1uM SULPHATE—It is produced from the salt lake below the salt
concentrates at Didwana.

CLaY—Fairly good deposits of white clay are found near the villages
of Saradbana, Khajwana, Mundwa, Dharia Khurd, and at a number of
places in Merta tahsil. It is chiefly used in making toys.

Earthquakes!

The district rests on a stable mass where no earthquake of any
significance has been located in the past. According to the Recommenda-
tions for Earthquake Resistant Design of Structures published by the Indian
Standard Tnstitution, the district is situated in Seismic Zone II and is liable
to experience slight to moderate intensities. However the earthquakes
originating in the great Himalayan Boundary Fault Zone, the Rann of
Kutch and the Suleman Mountain Range have caused fringe effects with
varying intensities in the district in the past. A few carthquakes of small
magnitude occurring in the Sambhar lake area have been occasionally felt
in the eastern part>of the district. The following table shows the intensities
of the shocks experienced in the district or which were likely to have been
felt in the area as judged from the reports of the adjacent regions.

Year and date of shock Location Intensity2 experienced
as per modified
Mercalli Scale 1931

1819, June 16 Kutch Felt
1905, April 4 Kangra IV-V M.M.
1931, August 27 Baluchistan Felt

1. Source : Office of the Director General of Observatories, New Delhi.

2. Intensity at scale IV & V of the Modified Mercalli Scale read as follows:
Scale IV : During the day, felt indoors by many, outdoors by few. At night some
‘awakened. Dishes, windows, doors disturbed, walls make cracking sound,
Sensation like heavy lorry striking building felt. Standing motor-cars rocked
noticeably.
Scale V : Felt by nearly everyone, many awakened. Some dishes, windows etc.
broken; a few instances of cracked plasters, unstable objects overturned. Distur-
bances of trees, poles and other tall objects sometimes noticed. Pendulum clocks
may stop.
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1 2 3
1934, January 15 North Bihar IV M.M.
1936, May 27 Kumaon region Felt
1939, January 17 —_ Felt
1955, January 27 —_ Felt
1967, May 11 Sambhar Felt
1969, August 20 Sambhar Felt
1969, November 18 Sambhar Felt
FLORA1

Botanical Divisions

The flora of the district is not rich owing to its geographical situa-
tion and scanty rainfall. Its western portion presents a dreary look as it is
devoid of any natural vegetation cover except the low shrubs or grasses
grown on the low sand-dunes, which too turn pale due to intense heat
during the summer. The south-eastern areas including a part of the nor-
thern tahsils of Ladnun and Didwana, are much greener than the north-
west region of the district

Khejri (prosopis cineraria), Neem (melia azadirachta), babul
(Acacia nilotica) and Kairi (acacia senegal) trees are commonly found in
the district while scantily found and sparsely scattered flora include Jal
(salvadora oleoides), bordi (zizyphus jujuba), rohira (tecomella undulata),
shisham (dalbergia sissoo), pipal ( ficus religiosa), bar ( ficus bengalensis ),
vilayati babul (prosopis juliflora), dhau (anogeissus pendula), kumoat
(acacia senzgal), khet (feronia limonia), imali (tamarindus indica), kenkera
(gymnosporia montana), gundi (cordia rothii) and Siras kali (Albizzia
lebbek).

The leaves of the khejri (prosopis cineraria) are used as fodder.
It exudes gum. The tree is considered holy by some people and is,
therefore, worshipped.

The timber of rohira (tecomella undulata) and shisham (dalbergia
sissoo) is considered good for furniture. Cots are generally made from the
wood of dhau (anogeissus pendula).

1. Source : Office of the Divisional Forest Officer, Jodhpur and Chief Conservator of
Forests, Rajasthan, Jaipur.



























