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PREFACE

The present volume is the eighteenth in the series of the district
gazetteers which are being brought out by the Government of Rajasthan
in collaboration with the Central Gazetteers Unit of the Government of
India. !

The district, before it acquired the present shape, was an integral
part of the erstwhile Jodhpur State and comprises several places of anti-
quity and importance, Nadol was the capital of a collateral branch of
the Chauhans of Shakambhari who played a significant role in the annals
of Rajasthan during the early mediaeval period; the town of Pali was an
important mart where goods from China and the Middle East were
‘exchanged; the tract along the base of the Aravalli range known as
Godwar, comprising the present tahsils of Bali and Desuri, not only
witnessed the growth of Jainism which is testified by the existence of
numerous old Jain temples in the area even today bul was also very fertile
and was a coveted possession for the Mewar and the Marwar rulers. The
Jain temple at Ranakpur is an edifice of which the district' can justly be
proud of due to its superior sculpture which surpasses in grandeur and
excellence all the contemporary architectures in the area. The district
indeed possesses a rich heritage, b

The last gazetteer of this area was written in 1908 and was publi-
shed in a volume entitled as Western Rajputana States Residency and
Bikaner Agency Gazetteer asa part of the series, of the Rajputana
Gazetteer. The gazetteers are now being revised/written in accordance
with the general pattern laid down by the Government of India. In
Rajasthan, the task is more of writing the gazetteers afresh than revising
them, because in most cases, no gazetteers at all, had been written district-
wise and the mention of this area in the Rajputana Gazetteer is very
sketchy and covers very little ground, besides the fact that much of what
has been written, has become obsolete in the present context of changed
political, social and economic conditions. The current series of gazetteers
in Rajasthan bring to the fore the forces which have brought about these
changes. After Independence, the district has made rapid strides in
various spheres, more particularly, its industrial potential has been greatly
accelerated. In fact these gazetteers are not merely geographical lexicons or
statistical tables, but reflect big changes in certain fields of the district
life.

The material available in old gazetteers has been freely used parti-
cularly in chapters dealing with subjects like topography, rivers, geology
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¢tc. The bulk of the information had, however, to be collected from a
number of publications, both official and nofz—ofﬁcial, and from other
sources. The data included in the volume, unless specifically mentioned
in the text otherwise, pertain to the period ending 1971-72. The climato-
logical summary given in this gazetteer has been prepared by the Meteoro-
logical Department, Government of India.

I am greatly indebted to the various departments of the State and
Central Governments, semi-government institutions and individuals who
have helped by extending their co-operation and making necessary material
available, I wish to place on record my grateful thanks to Dr.P. N.
Chopra M.A, Ph.D., Editor, Central Gazetteers Unit, Ministry of
Education and Social Welfare, Goveroment of India, New Delhi, for
thorough scrutiny of draft chapters and for making valuable suggestions for .
improving the quality of the volume. It would not be out of place to
mention that the expenditure incurred on the compilation and printing of
the District Gazetteers is being financed by the Government of India.

I am extremely grateful to Shri Hari Deo Joshi, the Chief Minister,
Shri Shiv Charan Mathur, the Planning Minister and Shri Jujhar Singh,
the Minister of State for Planning, who evinced a keen interest in the work
throughout. I also take this opportunity to express my deep sense of
gratitude to Shri S. L. Khurana, former Chief Secretary and Shri Mohan
Mukerji, the presenf Chief Secretary to the Government of Rajasthan;
Shri D. N. Prasad, former Special Secretary and Shri Arun Kumar, the
present Special Secretaiy (Planning), who amidst their numerous pre-
occupations, found time to give their valuable advice to improve the
quality of the publication.

To the officers and the staff of this department I owe much for
their considerable help in compilation and preparation of this volume and
take this opportunity to thank them all.

K. K. SEHGAL

DIRECTOR DISTRICT GAZETTEERS:
RAJASTHAN, JAIPUR
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than the forests can stand. Owing to the proximity of the villages to
many forest blocks, the Grassia villages situated inside the reserved forests,
the insufficient number of the protective staff, the damage done by the
illicit fellings and clearings has been uncontrollable and is visible in the
Nana, Beejapur and Bera blocks of the Sadri Range. The people owning
the browsers do a lot of damage to the existing forest growth. They lop the
seedlings and saplings and let their animals browse the leaves and branches
thus cut. The young regeneration and the advance growth is thus adversely
affected by such illicit lopping. The lopping damage is rampant in all
the blocks of Sadri and Desuri Ranges particularly in Nana, Bera and
Beejapur blocks of Sadri Range and Kantaliya, Saran and Jojawar blocks
of Desuri Range. Famine has also been responsible for the destruction
of the forests and during the last three years of famine, Acacia arabica
trees in Bagol block of Desuri Range have died en-masse.

The forests of this district were supervised by a Divisional Forest
Officer headquartered at Jodhpur but since July 1971, the area has come
under the control of Deputy Conservator of Forests, Pali. There are
now five forest ranges in the district, at Sadri, Desuri, Bijaji-ka-Guda,
Sendra and Pali, each under the charge of a Range Officer who is assisted
in his work by foresters and forest guards. Two Ranges, Khoriya (Bijaji-
ka -Guda) and Sendra, were formerly under the control of Ajmer Forest
Division.

FAUNA

The erstwhile Jodhpur State had adopted adequate measures to
protect the fauna throughout its territory. Restrictions were imposed? in
the matters of supply of arms and ammunitions and the issue of licences
which were regulated by the Marwar Shooting Rules (1921). Illicit shoot-
ing was a cognizable offence. A department, known as Shikar Khana,
was maintained by the State to regulate management of the game. This
was abolished in 1949 with the integration of the Forest Department
after the formation of Rajasthan, Since then the preservation of wild
life is the responsibility of the Forest Department. In the beginning when
the restrictions on the supply of arms and issue of licences were relaxed,
those interested in shooting became poachers and wanton destruction of
wild life followed. Trapping, snaring, slaughtering the animals and sel-
ling of the meat of edible game became common. Consequently, the
State Government promulgated the Rajasthan Wild Animals and Birds
Protection Act in 1951 and State Board for preservation of wild life was
constituted in 1955. The Forest (hunting, shooting, fishing and water

1. Source : Office of the Divisional Forest Officer, Jodhpur.
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poisoning) Rules, 1957 were formulated under the Rajasthan Forest Act,
1953. These rules were enforced in the reserved and protected forests of
the State and close seasons and restricted sizes were declared.

The incidence! of wild life is on the whole poor except in the
forests of Desuri Range. Big animals like panther, sloth bear, sambhar,
hyaena etc., are mostly confined to the forests on remote hills. Occasion-
ally panthers can be seen, but sambhar and sloth bears are quite common.

Nilgai (Blue Bulls) are common in the grass Birs, more particu-
larly in Gurha Endla, Hariada, Kalu (Lambiya) and Binjowa. Hyaenas
and wolves inhabit the forest areas adjoining the habitation.

Small animals such as fox, jungle cat, jackal, hare, porcupine,
Langoor, squirrel and reptiles like lizards and snakes are common through-
out the forest area.

. The common birds are the blue rock pigeon, green pigeon, part-
ridge, sand grouse, quails, jungle fowls, pea-fowls, parakeets, sparrows,
bablers, bulbul, myna, teals, crowpheasant, blue jar and the night jar.
Among the water birds, darters, cormorants, saras, egrets, ibis, storks,
and lapwings are noticed frequently near the rivers and water reservoirs.

The Sadri Range containing the forest blocks of Latada, Sadri
and Ghanerao and the Desuri Range comprising the blocks of Desuri,
Bagol, Kot Solankiyan Jojawar, Bhagora, Shirian and Saran have a
variety of big game, which include panther (Panthera pardus), wild Boar
(Sus criatasus), Common Langoor (Semnopithecus entellns), Hyaena
(Hyaena hyaena), Wolf (Ganis lupus), Jackal (Canis ~anrous), Jungle Cat
(Felis chaus), Fox (Vulpeo bengalensis), Porcupine (Hystrix lencura),
Sambhar (Rose uniollor), Indian Gazelle (Gazelle bennetti), Bush rat
(Gohmda ellioti), Common hare (Lapus davanus), Squirrel (Funambrilus
Spp.), Mangoose (Herpestes edwardisi), Hedge hog (Hemiechuins collaris),
and Sloth bear (Melurus uersinus).

Fisu—Fish is plentiful in the Jawai Bundh, Kharda Bundh,
Banakia Bundh, Raipur Bundh and Nadi Sojat in the district. The chief
varieties are: Currinus mrigla, myptus singhala, Wallago altu, Labeo bata,
Chela-Bacalla, Cureiuc reba, Notoptres netroterus and Oplincephatus

- stritus and D. Puties.

CLIMATE?2
The climate of this district is on the whole dry with a hot season

1. Source : Office-of the Divisional Forest Officer, Jodhpur.
2. Office of the Deputy Director General of Observatorles (Cllmatology & Geo-
physics), Government of India, Poona. :
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comparatively milder than in the adjoining districts to the north and
north-west. The cold season from December to February is followed by
the hot season which lasts till about the middle of June. The period from
mid-June to mid-September is the south-west monsoon season. The period
from mid-September to the end of November constitutes the post mon-
soon season.

Rainfall

Records of rainfall in the district are available for seven stations,
namely, Pali, Jaitaran, Desuri, Bali, Sojat, Erinpura and Marwar Junction
for a sufficiently long period. Tables I and Ilgive the rainfall at these
stations and for the district as a whole. The average annual rainfall in
the district is 472.2 mm. The rainfall generally decreases from the south-
east to the north-west in the district. But the region around Marwar
Junction, gets lesser rain than even the north-western parts of the district.
The rainfall during the period from June to September constitutes about 93
per cent of the annual rainfall. August is the rainiest month. The varia-
tions in the annual rainfall from year to year are considerable. During
the fifty year period 1901-1950, the highest annual rainfall amounting to
250 per cent of the normal occurred in 1917, while the very next year had
the lowest annual rainfall which was only 23 per cent of the normal.
During this fifty year period, the rainfall was less than 80 per cent of the
normal in 16 years, and on three occasions the rainfall was less than 80
per cent of the normal in two consecutive years in the district as a whole.
Considering the rainfall at the individual stations, such low rainfall has
occurred at all the stations on quite a few occasions. Such low rainfall
on two consecutive years was recorded six times -at Desuri and on three
consecutive years thrice at Sojat during the same fifty year period. Even
4,5and 6 consecutive years of such low rainfall were recorded, once
each at Jaitaran, Pali and Bali respectively. The periods from 1901 to 1905
and 1920 to 1924 were periods of such low rainfall in the district in
general, although in varying degrees in the differént parts of the district.
The variations in the rainfall from season to season and from place to
place render the district liable to droughts and the occurrence of famines.

On an average, there are 22 rainy days (i.e. days with rainfall of
2.5 mm. or more) in a year. This number varies from 16 at Marwar to
27 at Bali and Desuri.

The heaviest rainfall recorded in 24 hours at any station in the
district was 381.0 mm. at Desuri on 31st July 1952.

Temperature
The only meteorological observatory in the district is at Erinpura.
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The description which follows is based on the records of this observatory
and of the observatories in the neighbouring districts. From about
November both day and night temperatures drop fairly rapidly till
January which is the coldest month. The drop in the temperatures after
nightfall is very rapid and trying during the cold season. During the
coldest month of January the mean daily minimum temperature is 9
to 10°C and the mean daily maximum is about 25°C. In the wake of
western disturbances moving across north India during the cold season,
cold waves affect the district and on such occasions the minimum tempera-
ture may go down to a degree or two below the freezing point of water
and frosts may occur. Temperatures rise rapidly after February. May
and early June is the hottest period of the year with the mean daily
maximum temperature at about 40°C and the mean daily minimum at
about 27°C. The summer months are intensely hot with scorching
winds. The maximum temperatures may sometimes reach 46°C. With
the onset of the south-west monsoon by about mid-June the day tempera-
ture drops appreciably. With the withdrawal of the south-west monsoon
by about mid-September the day temperatures increase slightly and a
'secondary maximum in day temperatures is reached in October but night
temperatures continue to decrease. The highest maximum temperature
recorded at Erinpura was 45.6°C on 26th April 1958 and the lowest
minimum was 0.0°C on 16th January 1964.

Humidity
During the brief south-west monsoon humidities are generally
high. In the rest of the year the airis dry. The summer months are

the driest when humidities, particularly in the afternoons, are about 20
to 30 per cent generally.

Cloudiness

Skies are generally heavily clouded to overcast during the south-
west monsoon season. During the rest of the year the skies are mostly
clear or lightly clouded. In the winter season which is generally marked
by clear bright weather, brief spells of cloudy weather occur in associa-
tion with the passage of western disturbances across north India.

Winds

Winds are generally light with some strengthening in force during
the south-west monsoon season. From May to September the winds are
predominantly from directions between south and west. In the post-
monsoon and the winter months, winds from directions between north-
east and north-west become more common. By the beginning of the
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summer season south-westerly or westerly winds begin to blow and these
predominate with the advance of the season.

Special Weather Phenomena

Some of the monsoon depressions which originate in the Bay of
Bengal and move in a westerly direction, reach the district or its neigh-
bourhood and cause gusty winds which spread rain before dissipating.
Sand and dust-storms and thunder-storms occur occasionally during the
summer season.

Tables III, IV and V give the temperature and humidity, mean

wind speed and frequency of special weather phenomena respectively for
Erinpura.
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Frequency of Annual Rainfall in the district (Data 1901-~1950)

TABLE Il

17

Range in mm. No. of years Range in mm. No. of years
101-200 3 701-800 0
201-300 6 801-900 0
301-400 9 901-1000 2
401-500 15 1001-1100 1
501-600 6 1101-1200 1
601-700 7
TABLE 111

Normals of Temperature and Relative Humidity Erinpura (Jawai Dam)

Month Mean Mean
' daily daily
maximum minimum
tempera- tempera- Highest maximum Lowest minimum Relative
ture ture = ever recorded ever recorded humidity
°C T °C °C Date °C Date 0830 1730*
January 25.7 9.1 32.4 1965 Jan. 12 0.0 1964 Jan. 16 75 47
February 28.9 11.8 36.1 1955 Feb. 28 2.3 1961 Feb. 8 64 37
March 33.8 18.5 40.0 1959 Mar. 23 8.8 1962 Mar. 5 56 41
April 37.5 234 45.6 1958 Apr. 26 12.8 1965 Apr. 2 52 38
May 40.1 26.1 45,0 1962 May 21 17.8 1960 May 8 56 35
June 382 27.2 43.6 1958 June 4 20.5 1961 June26 69 44
July 33,2  26.5 41.2 1965 July 16 21.3 1962 July 20 79 65
August 31.6 249 38.6 1965 Aug.20 21.4 1965 Aug.23 82 69
September 32.3 239 38.9 1960 Sep. 23 18.8 1965 Sep. 22 79 63
October 34.1 209 39.9 1960 Oct. 26 10.0 1964 Oct. 26 66 48
November 31.1 14.7 36.0 1964 Nov. 2 4.7 1960 Nov.30 70 49
December 27.7 10.5 33.6 1965 Dec. 15 3.2 1965 Dec.26 76 51
Annual 32,9 198 69 49

*Hours L, S. T.
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TABLE IV
Mean Wind Speed in km./hr. Erinpura (Jawai Dam)

Jan. Feb, March April May June July Aug. Sep. Oct. Nov. Dec. Annual

34 44 63 67 92 119 94 75 61 49 33 29 6.3

TABLE V

Special Weather Phenomena Erinpura (Jawai Dam)

*Mean No. of
days with Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr. May June July Aug. Sep. Oct. Nov. Dec. Annual

Thunder 01 0 02 0 0.7 06 0605 03 01 0 O 3

Hail o 00 0 O O OO O O 0 O 3

Dust-stoom 0 0 02 0 05 06 0 0 0 O O O 1.3
Squall o 0 0 010 O O O O O O O G.1
Fog o1 0 0 0 0 O O O 0o o0 o0 0O 0.1

*No. of days 2 and above are given in whole numbers.




